
Identity Statement 
 
Reference Code:  CP/CO/FZ/M 

 
Title:  Cork City Council Fitzgerald’s Park Committee Minutes 

 
Dates:  1907 – 1929 

 
Level of description:  Series 

 
Extent: 3 manuscript bound volumes 

 

Context:  

Creator: 
 
Cork City Council (formerly Cork Corporation) 
 

Archival History 
 
Deposited in Cork Archives Institute in ca.1985 by the Town Clerk’s Department, Cork 
Corporation. Previously stored in strongrooms at City Hall. 
 

Administrative History 

The forerunner of the present day Cork City Council was Cork Corporation which was of ancient 
origin. The first Charter was granted in 1185. Various other charters were to follow over the 
centuries, granting and establishing numerous rights, privileges and responsibilities to the 
citizens of Cork City, which was established in the 1600’s as a County in its own right, called 
‘The County of the City of Cork’. Cork Corporation was reformed in 1840, 1853 and in 1899. In 
1924 the city council of Cork Corporation was dissolved and its powers and duties transferred to 
Mr. Philip Monahan, who was appointed City Commissioner, taking office on 31st October, 
1924, continuing to administer civic affairs until 1929 when the Corporation was reestablished 
and Monahan became the first City Manager. Under the Local Government Act 2001, Cork 
Corporation was renamed Cork City Council. Under the various Management Acts, the functions 
of local authorities are divided into two classes - Reserved Functions, performable directly by the 
elected members, and Executive Functions, performed by the city or county manager by order. 
The reserved functions of a local authority (those performed by the elected members by 
resolution) comprise decisions on all major matters, for example: adopting the annual estimate of 
expenses and striking the rate; borrowing money; making or varying a development plan; 
making, amending or revoking bye-laws; nominating persons to act on committees or other 
public bodies;  demanding expenses from any other local authority; the adoption of house-
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building programmes; adopting a scheme of letting priorities. (See the Cork City Council 
administrative history for further information). 

Content and Structure 
Scope and Content 
 
 
Fitzgerald’s Park near Western Road, Cork, was created to host the Cork Industrial Exhibition in 
1902 and 1903, partly on private, partly on Corporation land. It was originally under the 
ownership of the Cork International Exhibition Association (also known as the Fitzgerald’s Park 
Association), headed by Alderman Sir Edward Fitzgerald, Lord Mayor of Cork from 1901 to 
1903. The Park was to be formally assigned to Corporation ownership on 4 March 1907, but 
final assignment appears not to have taken place until sometime between April and July of that 
year. (See, eg, Law and Finance Committee minutes, 22 October 1906;  present minutes, 9 April 
and 9 July 1907). The transfer was preceded by an Order of Council of 11 May 1906, 
establishing this committee: 
 
‘That the Council appoint a committee of 14 members, two to be nominated by the 
representatives of each of the wards, to undertake the future care and manangement of the 
Fitzgerald Park, submitting the minutes of their proceedings to the Council for confirmation’. 
 
 Minutes of the Corporation’s Park Committee are contained in General Committee minutes, 
1867-1889, referring to the Central Park near the Marina, and park ground and baths near 
Western Road and the Mardyke. This committee was also known as the Mardyke and Park 
Committee for a period. (See CP/CO/GC/M). A special committee on Public Recreation Grounds 
met once in May 1902, its minutes being recorded in Special Committee minutes 
(CP/CO/SP/M). 
 
It was resolved at the first meeting that the Committee would meet twice monthly, at Fitzgerald’s 
Park. Alderman Sir Edward Fitzgerald was appointed its first chairman. The committee later met 
monthly, with the City Secretary in attendance, the City Engineer also often attending. Minutes 
generally include a statement of accounts and the treasurer’s return of income and expenditure. 
 
From its early meetings, the committee sought to establish a public museum in the Park’s 
Shrubberies building. In April 1908 a sub-committee was formed to work with a deputation 
which had waited on the Corporation regarding the museum. This deputation shared many 
members with the late raw materials committee of the Cork Industrial Exhibition, including John 
P Dalton and several UCC professors. In a circular of 27 May 1908 appealing for donations, 
hope was expressed that ‘a very presentable loan exhibition’ might be in place by the Autumn. 
Dalton was appointed honourary curator on 5 November 1909. Donations were received 
throughout this time, and from April 1910 arrangements were made for the transfer of hundreds 
of objects as a deposit loan from the National Museum in Dublin. The museum was officially 
opened to the public on 20 December 1910. The committee and its museum sub committee 
continued to play a role in supervising the operations of the museum, as well as the upkeep of its 
premises. 
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Care and management of the Park included ordering of supplies and supervision of labour, 
repairs, upkeep of fences, paths, ponds, shrubs, plants, and trees. The City Engineer reported 
regularly on conditions, requirements, and staff issues. In addition, the committee considered 
applications for use of the park by charitable, musical, cultural, and other organisations. They 
also discussed complaints regarding picking of flowers, loose dogs, or misconduct by staff. 
 
From November 1924 to March 1929, while the Corporation was dissolved, committee meetings 
were attended by the City Commissioner (later City Manager), with other officers sometimes 
attending. City Manager Monahan continued to attend meetings, without Councillors present, up 
to 10 October 1929, when the present series ends. 
 
The series documents the development of Fitzgerald’s Park as a civic amenity, and the creation 
and growth of Cork Public Museum, making it an important resource for the study of the social 
and cultural development of Cork city. 
 
(see ‘Includes’ notes for individual volumes, giving examples of matters considered). 
 
For further information on Council committees, see the ‘Scope and Content’ section of 
Descriptive Lists for other series of Council Committee minutes. 
 
 

Arrangement 
Chronological 
CP/CO/FZ/M/1: 
4 March 1907 – 26 March 1912 
CP/CO/FZ/M/2: 
9 April 1912 – 14 May 1918 
CP/CO/FZ/M/3: 
28 May 1918 – 14 November 1929 
 
 

Allied Materials 
 
CCCA: 
CP/CO/M City Council Minute Books  
CP/CO/CM Minute Books of Various Other City Council Committees 
CP/CO/CP Cork City Council – Council Papers 
CP/CO/AR Cork City Council - Committee Agendas and Reports 
CP/CO/GC Cork City Council - General Correspondence Files 
 
Caulfield, Richard, The Council Book of the Corporation of the City of Cork 1600-1643, 1690-
1800 (1876). 
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Conditions of Access and Use 
 

Access Conditions:  
Open by appointment to those holding a current readers ticket 
 

Language:  
English 
 
Finding Aids:  
Descriptive List  
 
 

Rules / Conventions 
 
ISAD(G) 

Archivists Note / Date of Description 
 
Timmy O Connor, Local Government Archivist 
May 2012  
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Descriptive List of Items 
 
Reference: CP/CO/FZ/M/001 
Title: Cork Corporation Fitzgerald’s Park Committee Minutes 
Dates: 4 March 1907 – 26 March 1912 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp198 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Inserted inside the back cover is a folder containing loose items, including 
two copies of the Lord Mayor’s Statement on the official opening, toasts (official opening or 
industrial exhibition), an agenda, a draft page of minutes, and a letter from the London and 
Colonial Manufacturing Company regarding refreshments (1911). Also present are a receipt for 
sale of donkey cart (January 1912), and a list of meal, bran and oats consumed for the past 
twelve months by the birds and animals in the Park (23 January 1923). This notes ‘The Birds in 
the park are six in number two peafowl, two pheasants and two duck. Rabbits twelve and one 
donkey’. 
 Includes: 
4 March 1907 Resolved, that the staff of four men and a boy presently employed in the Park be 
re-employed by the Corporation, the City Engineer to take charge. [see 28 March, 14 May] 
20 March 1907 City Secretary reports that £344, equivalent of a half penny rate, was provided 
for the committee’s expenditure and should not be exceeded. 
Secretary directed to write to members of the committee on raw materials of the late Cork 
Exhibition inviting them to cooperate in the fitting up of the shrubberies house as a proposed 
museum. ‘It was agreed that the cooperation of any other citizens able and willing to assist the 
committee in the matter should also be hailed with pleasure’. [Report: 14 May1907. Ongoing] 
28 March 1907 Recommended, that a request to hold a fancy fair bazaar at the Park, made by a 
deputation seeking to discharge a debt on the Convent of Bon Secours Nuns, be granted. 
9 July 1907 Noted, the Cork International Exhibition Association have resolved formally to hand 
over the furniture of the Shrubberies house and Pavilion, with glass cases, arc lamps, and donkey 
and cart, to the Park and Museum. 
30 July 1907 Butter Exchange Band to be informed that application to use park for a promenade 
and open air dance is declined, owing to complaints that the park is ‘so frequently closed to the 
public on Sundays’. Another date is offered, but the dancing proposed is not approved. 
Ordered, that two dozen benches from the City Hall be placed in the park. 
24 September 1907 Inserted, Bye-Laws of the Council with respect to Fitzgerald’s Park. 
3 January 1908 Special meeting on the financial position of the park, with reference to preparing 
a public museum. 
Letter from Michael Carty regarding sale to the Corporation of a carved sun dial. 
Treasurer to apply to Sunday’s Well Boat Club for rent, formerly paid to Exhibition Association. 
28 April 1908 Letter from the Cork Anglers’ Association regarding restocking the fish ponds. 
Resolved, that a sub committee be formed to confer with the deputation which waited on the 
Corporation on the best means of providing a museum. 
27 May 1908 Inserted, circular appealing for donations to the proposed museum (pp45-46). 
14 July 1908 Letter from Department of Technical Instruction forwarding form of application for 
grant towards purchase of objects for the museum, £1250 being allowed in the estimates. 
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13 October 1908 Law Agent’s report regarding proposed grant of park land to Sunday’s Well 
Boating and Tennis Club (for a passageway), referring to the deed of conveyance of the park 
which states the land ‘shall be used and maintained as a public park and recreation grounds and 
for no other purpose whatsoever’. 
19 October 1908 Letter from Lady Carbery apologising that she cannot send the valuable 
coloured engravings and needlework pictures as intended, as she has heard the museum building 
is too damp [many letters regarding donations at this time]. 
23 February 1909 Order of Council adopting the Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891. 
1 April 1909 Application by J Arnold, Rochdale, to give open air musical performances in the 
Park daily during the summer months. Granted, subject to conditions. [Withdrawn, 26 June] 
5 November 1909 Special meeting regarding the museum and related costs. John P Dalton 
appointed honourary curator for twelve months. 
12 April 1910 Hon Curator reports that the National Museum has promised hundreds of objects, 
‘the whole forming the nucleus of an important museum’. 
26 April 1910 Letter from Mrs Lane, Vernon Mount, consenting to give a peacock and peahen to 
the committee, desiring that no public notice be taken of her contribution. 
10 May 1910 Resolution of adjournment on death of King Edward VII, his visit to the Cork 
Exhibition in 1901 being noted. 
24 May 1910 Recommendations of museum sub-committee regarding exhibits. 
14 June 1910 Inserted, newscutting advertisement, Refreshment Stall to Let. 
8 August 1910 Hon curator reports that three rooms and the hall of the museum are now 
complete with exhibits, with some work required in the other rooms. 
13 September 1910 Letter from hon curator noting the presentation by Edmond O’Flynn of a 17th 
century stone carving of the city arms. 
22 November 1910 Hon curator reports that museum is ready to be opened to the public. 
20 December 1910 Inserted, ‘Programme of Opening of Museum in Fitzgerald Park’, and ‘Lord 
Mayor’s Statement’. 
10 January 1911 Hon curator’s report referring to ‘the crowded attendance of visitors to the 
museum during the holidays’. 
14 February 1911 Sub-Committee appointed to supervise the museum and report monthly. 
28 February 1911 Agreed, to defer consideration of soliciting additional ground for the Park 
from Mr Jennings. 
2 November 1911 Special meeting to meet with Mr Bailey, Victoria and Albert Museum, 
regarding assistance towards the development of the museum. Bailey draws attention to his 
museum’s restricted expenditure, and to the existence of two museums in Cork, the other being 
the Crawford Museum at the School of Art. He advises that they confer to decide which is the 
city museum and to draw up ‘a scheme for their mutual advantage’. 
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Reference: CP/CO/FZ/M/002 
Title: Cork Corporation Fitzgerald’s Park Committee Minutes 
Dates: 9 April 1912 – 14 May 1918 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp202 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. Enclosed inside front cover is a letter, 10 October 1912, to the 
secretary from Aiken, Dott & Son, Fine Art Gallery, Edinburgh regarding repairs to a picture by 
EA Walton. 
Includes: 
11 March 1913 Alderman Beamish enquires as to the proposed alpine garden for which he 
submitted a scheme, which was approved. 
13 May 1913 Report of sub committee recommending purchase of plot of ground owned by 
Lieutenant Jennings ‘for the extension and protection of the Park’. [see also 14 April 1914] 
26 May 1914 Executive committee of the late International Exhibition allocates £43 to the park 
committee, to be applied towards the aviary. 
8 June 1915 Inserted, 2 letters regarding museum donations (p112). 
12 September 1916 Thanks voted to the National Museum and Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction for further loan of pottery, porcelain and enamel. 
28 November 1916 City Engineer’s report stating 132 feet of the boundary wall of the Ferry 
Walk collapsed during the recent flood. 
30 January 1917 Inserted, statement, Fitzgerald’s Park Payments for 40 Weeks ended the 6th 
January 1917. (p162) 
26 June 1917 City Engineer applies for John Murphy, formerly employed in the Park and 
recently discharged from the army, to be reinstated. 
28 August 1917 City Solicitor’s report regarding the use of the Park. He refers to the conveyance 
and to Public Health Acts, noting the park may be closed to the public as thought fit, for no more 
than twelve days a year or four consecutive days, and pointing out that receipts arising from 
shows or public purposes must be applied to the fund or rate out of which the Park is funded. 
27 November 1917 Inserted, Statements of quantity of feeding stuffs used at Park from 1 April 
1915 to 31 March 1916, and 1 April 1916 to 31 March 1917. (p190) 
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Reference: CP/CO/FZ/M/003 
Title: Cork Corporation Fitzgerald’s Park Committee Minutes  
Dates: 28 May 1918 – 14 November 1929 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp198 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. 
Includes: 
27 May 1919 Inserted, statement of estimated expenditure for year ending 31 March 1920. (p26) 
23 September 1919 Inserted, Report of the City Solicitor on Powers of Corporation re Letting of 
Fitzgerald Park. 
19 May 1920 Applications for use of the Park received from the Gaelic League, the Irish 
Volunteers Pipers’ Band, and the Butter Exchange Band. 
18 August 1920 Inserted, City Engineer’s statement re staff engaged in Park. (p62) 
5 May 1922 Reference from Public Works Committee to consider proposed new bridge between 
Ferry Lane on the north and Ferry Walk on the south, estimated at between £3700 and £4000. 
27 June 1929 City Engineer’s report regarding painting work at the Park and Daly’s Bridge. 
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