
Identity Statement 
 
Reference Code:  CP/CO/GC/M 

 
Title:  Cork City Council General Committee and General Purposes 

Committee Minute Books 
 

Dates:  1867-1878; 1879-1889 
 

Level of description:  Series 
 

Extent: 3 manuscript bound volumes 
 

Context:  

Creator: 
 
Cork City Council (formerly Cork Corporation) 
 

Archival History 
 
Deposited in Cork Archives Institute in ca.1985 by the Town Clerk’s Department, Cork 
Corporation. Previously stored in strongrooms at City Hall. 
 

Administrative History 

The forerunner of the present day Cork City Council was Cork Corporation which was of ancient 
origin. The first Charter was granted in 1185. Various other charters were to follow over the 
centuries, granting and establishing numerous rights, privileges and responsibilities to the 
citizens of Cork City, which was established in the 1600’s as a County in its own right, called 
‘The County of the City of Cork’. Cork Corporation was reformed in 1840, 1853 and in 1899. In 
1924 the city council of Cork Corporation was dissolved and its powers and duties transferred to 
Mr. Philip Monahan, who was appointed City Commissioner, taking office on 31st October, 
1924, continuing to administer civic affairs until 1929 when the Corporation was reestablished 
and Monahan became the first City Manager. Under the Local Government Act 2001, Cork 
Corporation was renamed Cork City Council. Under the various Management Acts, the functions 
of local authorities are divided into two classes - Reserved Functions, performable directly by the 
elected members, and Executive Functions, performed by the city or county manager by order. 
The reserved functions of a local authority (those performed by the elected members by 
resolution) comprise decisions on all major matters, for example: adopting the annual estimate of 
expenses and striking the rate; borrowing money; making or varying a development plan; 
making, amending or revoking bye-laws; nominating persons to act on committees or other 
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public bodies;  demanding expenses from any other local authority; the adoption of house-
building programmes; adopting a scheme of letting priorities. (See the Cork City Council 
administrative history for further information). 

Content and Structure 
Scope and Content 
 
The first two volumes of the present series contain minutes of meetings of all committees of 
Cork Corporation, 1867-78. The third volume contains minutes of the General Purposes 
Committee, 1879-82, and minutes of the Clothing Committee and of the Hackney Carriage 
Committee, 1882-89. The General Purposes Committee took responsibility for all matters 
previously dealt with by a number of separate committees. As this is the only volume of General 
Purposes minutes present, and as it contains minutes of several committees previously 
documented in the General Committee minute books, it has been placed in the same series as 
General Committee minutes. 
 
After the reestablishment of the Council in 1929 [see ‘Administrative History’], ‘General 
Purposes’ were considered by a General Purposes Committee of the Whole Council 
[CP/CO/GP/M]. 
 
The General Committee minutes record meetings of regular committees such as Markets and 
Tolls, Cemetery, Law and Finance, Improvement, Waterworks, Gas Lighting, Standing and 
Sanitary, and Park Committees (minutes for most of which were subsequently kept in distinct 
series of their own). Also recorded are minutes of other committees such as the Hide Crane, 
Baths, Industrial Schools, and Analyst Committees, and other special, ad hoc, and joint 
committees. Resolutions, reports, and matters raised by these committees would have been 
considered at meetings of the full Council of Cork Corporation. In many cases, Council decisions 
have been noted in these minutes (eg, ‘Approved’, ‘Rejected’). Minutes are generally signed by 
the chairman. From 1872, a note by the town clerk attests that all committee minutes since the 
last Council meeting were confirmed at latest meeting, noting any exceptions.  
 
The General Purposes Committee’s functions were to consider ‘all matters and accounts 
connected with the maintenance and supervision of the Public Lighting, Park, Mardyke, Marina, 
Hackney Carriages, and Livery of Corporation Servants’. The General Purposes Committee 
minute book only contains minutes for this committee from 1879 to 1882. Confirmation of 
minutes by the Council, and exceptions or notes, are recorded after each set of minutes. The 
remainder of the volume contains distinct minutes for the Clothing Committee and the Hackney 
Carriage Committee. [See CP/CO/CL/M and CP/CO/HC/M. Also, for Hackney Carriages, 
minutes of the Tolls and Markets Committee, 1882-89 (CP/CO/TM/M)] 
 
The General Committee minutes cover the full range of the Corporation’s committee work in the 
period 1867-78, and begin several years earlier than any other series of committee minutes 
(e.g.,Law and Finance Committee Minutes begin December 1878). They cover a period for 
which no minutes of full Council meetings have survived, making them the principal primary 
record documenting this phase in Cork Corporation’s history. The General Purposes Committee 
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minutes, and other minutes for the period 1878-1900, similarly help fill the gap in the record 
arising out of the loss of Council minute books for much of the 18th and all of the 19th centuries 
in the Courthouse fire of 1890 and the City Hall fire of 1920. 
 
The Law and Finance Committee considered many issues prior to their discussion by the full 
Council, including special reports. The Markets and Tolls Committee oversaw all aspects of the 
management of the city’s many markets and tolls, from allocation and superintendance of stalls 
to disciplinary matters. A separate Hide Crane Committee met less frequently to oversee the 
Hide Crane Market, which specialised in cattle hides and had a weighbridge. The Waterworks 
Committee reported annually on the city’s water supply and considered matters arising 
throughout the year. Early meetings of the Cemetery Committee discussed the opening and early 
operation of the new cemetery on Botanic Road (now St Finbarr’s cemetery), and the closure of 
other cemeteries and church vaults. The Standing and Sanitary Committee heard many 
applications and complaints from citizens regarding sewers, drinking troughs, and other local 
repairs, improvements, and building alterations. The Park and Dyke (or Mardyke) Committees 
over time became one committee, overseeing amenities such as the Central Park (near the 
Marina) and walks and baths on Western Road. The Gingle and Hackney Car Committees 
licenced and supervised the operations of different classes of hired conveyances plying for trade 
in the city. The Gas Lighting Committee worked with the Gas Company to ensure the provision 
and maintenance of public lighting. 
 
Many of the committees met infrequently or were only in existence for a short time, being 
created for a certain purpose, or being subsumed into one of the larger regular committees. For 
instance, after a few meetings of a committee on the Industrial Schools Act, all matters relating 
to such schools, notably applications for funds, were considered by the Law and Finance 
Committee. Committees sometimes met jointly, or held joint meetings with other bodies, eg, 
Cork Harbour Board. From 1873 on, the minutes mainly document meetings of the larger 
committees, fewer smaller or special committees being created. As noted, the work of several of 
the committees was taken over by the General Purposes Committee on its creation in December 
1879. 
 
For further information on Council committees, see the ‘Scope and Content’ section of 
Descriptive Lists for other series of Council Committee minutes. 
 

Arrangement 
Chronological: 
 
General Committee Minutes    1867-1878 (2 vols) 
General Purposes Committee Minutes  1879-1889 (1 vol) 
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Allied Materials 
 
CCCA: 
CP/CO/M City Council Minute Books  
CP/CO/CM Minute Books of Various Other City Council Committees 
CP/CO/CP Cork City Council – Council Papers 
CP/CO/AR Cork City Council - Committee Agendas and Reports 
CP/CO/GC Cork City Council - General Correspondence Files 
 
Caulfield, Richard, The Council Book of the Corporation of the City of Cork 1600-1643, 1690-
1800 (1876). 

Conditions of Access and Use 
 

Access Conditions:  
Open by appointment to those holding a current readers ticket 
 

Language:  
English 
 
Finding Aids:  
Descriptive List  
 
 

Rules / Conventions 
 
ISAD(G) 

Archivists Note / Date of Description 
 
Timmy O Connor, Local Government Archivist 
March 2012  
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Descriptive List of Items 
 
Reference: CP/CO/GC/M/001 
Title: Cork Corporation General Committee Minutes 
Dates: 7 June 1867 – 3 June 1874 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size c.400pp 
Scope and Content: 
Cork Corporation minute book containing minutes of meetings of various committees of the 
Council. Committees include Markets and Tolls (Public Markets also occurs), Cemetery, Law 
and Finance [Law committee and Finance committee often met separately], Gingle, Hackney 
Car, Park, Dyke, Hide Crane, Bill, Pipe Water, Special Rate, Gas (Gas Company’s Bill 
Committee met separately on occasion), Baths, Waterworks, Law Costs, Corporate Offices, 
Workshop Regulation, Special Act Clauses, Industrial Schools Act, Improvement Act 1868, 
West Ward (later West Ward and Irish Rising Liberty Street), Shandon Clock, Local Act 
Clauses, Town Hall, Night Watch, Joint Committee with Poor Law Guardians, Standing and 
Sanitary Committee, and other special committees. 
 Includes: 
 7 June 1867 Markets and Tolls Committee referred to the Law and Finance Committee the 
question of purchasing the head rent of the Grand Parade Market ‘to be shortly sold in the 
Landed Estates Court’. 
14 June 1867 Dyke Committee considered draft lease for baths and grounds on Western Road. 
Ordered, that Mrs Charles Beamish be requested ‘to discontinue the violent riding along the 
Mardyke Walk of which numerous complaints had been made’. 
9 July 1867 Gingle Committee orders advertisements ‘calling on owners of every description of 
vehicle plying for hire within the distance prescribed by the act of parliament to take out licences 
for them’. [see also 23 Dec 1867: list of some licence holders] 
12 September 1867 Law and Finance Committee orders Town Clerk to write to the government 
regarding additional constabulary, noting ‘the police force in Cork has not been for sometime up 
to its full strength’. [See also 29 July 1869] 
31 October 1867 Waterworks Committee lay the engineer’s report before the full Council 
(newscutting, p26) 
14 November 1867 Cemetery Committee orders advertisements for the letting of burial spaces in 
the new cemetery, plans of which may be viewed at the Mayor’s office. 
23 December 1867 Park Committee to allow Mr Russell to plant green crops in the park under 
certain conditions, his application to make ponds for steeping flax having been rejected. 
26 January 1868 Special Rate Committee report recommending the system of payment by 
percentage to collectors. 
30 January 1868 Gingle Committee orders that Mr Hayes be allowed to call on street inspectors 
to assist in keeping order ‘in the event of theatres, concerts, and other like places of amusement’. 
17 February 1868 Gas Company’s Bill Committee approves a report setting forth clauses to be 
inserted into the Bill before agreement is given. 
15 June 1868 Cemetery Committee explains that it has no power to exempt the vaults under 
Nicholas Church from the general closing of cemeteries, all except the Botanic Gardens and 
Quaker graveyard to be closed, the act allowing, however, for appeal to the Privy Council. 



Cork Corporation General Committee Minutes  CP/CO/GC/M 
 

Cork City and County Archives 2012  Page 6 of 9 
 

15 July 1868 Baths Committee recommends that Lynch’s Baths, Lower Glanmire Road, be 
leased by the Corporation. 
27 July 1868 Law and Finance Committee directs Sir John Benson and Mr Walker to make a 
map of the city sewerage. 
4 September 1868 Waterworks Committee hears reports regarding water supply ‘in this the driest 
summer on record’ and steam engines and pumps required. 
30 October 1868 Law Costs Committee hears report regarding expenses of the law agent and 
engineer in connection with the Local Act, citing resolutions passed under similar circumstances. 
14 December 1868 Corporate Offices Committee meet to consider sites. [See eg 1 Oct 1873] 
29 January 1869 Park and Finance Committees jointly receive a deputation headed by Sir John 
Arnott making an offer for use of the city park for a racecourse, the Corporation’s powers over 
railways and the right of citizens ‘to walk, ride, drive, play cricket, football, etc’ being reserved. 
5 May 1869 Finance Committee called by the Town Clerk ‘to consult as to the Bill… about the 
Mayor of Cork and the position the Court of Conscience would be in if it passed’. 
19 July 1869 Finance and Waterworks Committee recommends that a fixed sum of £1000 (£300 
from Boro Fund, £700 from Improvement Fund) be paid in lieu of what might be charged ‘for 
water supplies to the charitable institutions, streets, markets, and urinals’. [See eg 14 Nov 1872] 
24 March 1870 Waterworks Committee hears report on the Board of Guardians’ offer of £4000 
for a water supply to the poor in Blackrock district; Gas Committee (same date) hears report of 
special committee on terms of a new contract for public lighting for the city. [See 13 Feb 1872] 
19 April 1870 Markets and Tolls Committee recommends that the Council take into its own 
hands the Horse Fair in the Park on the day after the Races; Cemetery Committee (same date) 
orders that ‘no person dying in the workhouse shall be buried in the free ground of the cemetery’. 
10 June 1870 Dyke Committee orders, in response to complaint of nuisance, that the watchman 
be issued with a rattle and that he patrol the Mardyke late at night. 
6 October 1870 Night Watch Committee, printed Report of Special Committee on the 
Appointment of Chief Constable (inserted). 
7 January 1871 Special Finance Committee recommends premises between Post Office Lane and 
Kift’s Lane, Grand Parade, for a post office and telegraph office. [See also, eg, 15 February] 
15 August 1871 Navigation Wall Committee hears deputations from Queen’s College and Lee 
Rowing Club to have sites for boat houses on the wall allocated to them. 
6 March 1872 Finance Committee receives managers of Industrial Schools and gives its opinion 
on subsidizing the government grant ‘during the infancy of existing industrial institutions’. 
15 April 1872 Joint Committee of Poor Law Guardians and Corporation with reference to 
Convalescent Hospital selects a house at Barrackton as the most suitable available. 
28 May 1872 Law and Finance Committee receives letters from Dublin and Waterford 
Corporations in favour of the Municipal Privileges Bill. 
11 June 1872 Special Committee report on preventing the adulteration of milk and food. [See 27 
January 1873] 
19 August 1872 Special Committee report on the sale and storage of gunpowder in the city. 
20 August 1872 Tolls and Markets Committee hears report on the management of Grand Parade 
Market. 
22 January 1873 Law and Finance Committee recommends the suggestions of Mr Edwards 
regarding the transfer of the new railway to the Cork and Passage Railway Company. 
25 February 1873 Special Committee for providing dwellings for the labouring classes meets. 
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2 April 1873 Tolls and Markets Committee hears recommendation that the drisheen and tripe 
market be moved from the gallery in Prince’s Street to one end of the fish market. 
10 June 1873 Waterworks Committee expresses opinion that ‘an efficient Fire Brigade’ can be 
established at an expense of from £500 to £600, but think it unnecessary to report further ‘unless 
the Council are prepared to entertain the subject involving such expense’. 
11 June 1873 Law and Finance Committee receives dealers in Hide Crane complaining of 
‘hardship.. by reason of the penal sections of the Act of Parliament which regulate the weighing 
of Hides and Calf Skins’. [See also 19 Nov 1873] 
12 June 1873 Mardyke and Park Committee recommends that the Council not renew its lease of 
the park, ‘as Horse Racing in the Park is conducive to immorality in the City’. [Renewal later 
recommended by Special Park Committee: 18 August 1873] 
5 September 1873 Law and Finance Committee recommends granting of £50 a year sought by 
the borough magistrates for police courts, the Lord Lieutenant having noted that the Corporation 
receives all fines and the Dog Tax. 
6 October 1873 Law and Finance Committee hears report of sub-committee appointed to visit 
industrial schools. [Newscutting inserted] 
22 October 1873 Standing and Sanitary Committee notes that Fishamble Lane has been renamed 
Liberty Street by the Council. 
11 November 1873 Gas Lighting Committee hears that the enquiry to be held by the Board of 
Trade will address ‘the excessive leakage, and the non use of good gas coal for manufacturing 
purposes’. [See also 3 Oct 1873 and later minutes, eg, 7 Mar 1874] 
2 January 1874 Law and Finance Committee considers Harbour Boared proceedings regarding 
the building of jetties, the Town Clerk to investigate the matter and ascertain ‘if the sail of the 
river is vested in the Corporation’. 
17 February 1874 Law and Finance and Standing and Sanitary Committees meet jointly ‘to 
consider the entire remodelling of the Sanitary Department of the Corporation’. 
12 March 1874 Morgue Committee, appointed by Council on 6 March in response to ‘the urgent 
and absolute necessity for providing a morgue’, recommends two sites. 
8 April 1874 Law and Finance Committee considers the Town Clerk’s request for instructions on 
opposing the Great Southern and Western Railway Bill. 
27 July 1870 Special Committee on the proposed Night Watch for the Borough, newscutting 
containing its report inserted inside back cover of volume. 
 
 
 
Reference: CP/CO/GC/M/002 
Title: Cork Corporation General Committee Minutes 
Dates: 5 June 1874 – 31 December 1878 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size 642pp 
Scope and Content: 
The Public Health Committee first met on 10 January 1877. The Artizans’ Dwellings Committee 
first met on 28 January 1878 and reported to Council on 14 May. Most meetings recorded are 
those of large regular committees such as Law and Finance, Standing and Sanitary (Standing), 
Markets and Tolls, Waterworks, Gas Lighting, Gingle and Baths, and Park and Mardyke (and 
Marina), with some special and joint committee meetings also recorded (eg, joint committee of 



Cork Corporation General Committee Minutes  CP/CO/GC/M 
 

Cork City and County Archives 2012  Page 8 of 9 
 

Harbour Board and Corporation on the construction of a new opening bridge at Anglesea Bridge, 
11 December 1876, 19 June 1877). 
Includes: 
30 July 1874 Special Clothing Committee selects from tenders for supply for Corporation staff. 
17 November 1874 Standing and Sanitary Committee recommend the appointment of sanitary 
inspectors under the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1874. 
5 December 1874 Special Park Committee agrees to retain the Race Committee as yearly tenants 
10 February 1875 Law and Finance Committee orders that clauses of the Cork Improvement Bill 
affecting the Tramway Company be struck out. Reference is made to rebuilding the Bridge. [The 
Bill an ongoing matter, see, eg, 23 Jun 1875. See also ‘Tramway Undertaking’, 4 Oct 1875, and 
surveyor’s report on removal of tramway rails, 4 Feb 1876] 
22 February 1875 Special Cemetery Committee approves of a monument in the cemetery to 
Surgeon Florence Theobald McCarthy ‘who died from effects of Ashantee War’, sought by 
public subscription. 
26 May 1875 Standing and Sanitary Committee unanimously recommends a new street from 
Patrick’s Street to Paul Street in front of SS Peter and Paul’s Church. 
9 September 1875 Waterworks Committee grants permission to Queen’s College to connect to 
mains water supply ‘to protect the Buildings against fire’. 
29 September 1875 Law and Finance Committee, having enquired into the Corporation’s rights 
regarding the Butter Market, thinks it would be ‘most detrimental’ to interfere, and testifies ‘to 
the great benefit conferred upon the City by the Committee of Merchants who regulate the affairs 
of the Butter Exchange’. [See also 11 June 1877, when committee hears a deputation from Cork 
Agricultural Society seeking ‘an open Butter Market in the City’ and a letter from the Committee 
of Merchants referring to charges made by the Society] 
18 November 1875 Committee to Consider Improvement of Market Front reports that the plan to 
use the front of Grand Parade Market for shops with accommodation for School of Design and 
Gallery of Art above presents ‘difficulties’ which make the site ‘unsuitable’. The site is thought 
better for Corporate Offices, including a Council Chamber. 
11 January 1876 Gas Lighting Committee gives opinion that the office of auditor of Gas 
Company accounts should be retained in the public interest. 
4 February 1876 Standing and Sanitary Committee joint resolution with the Harbour Board 
regarding opposition to the Great Southern and Western Railway Bill [see also 24 May 1876] 
10 July 1876 Joint Committees of Corporation, Harbour Board and Trustees of Markets resolve 
to invite the Lord Lieutenant ‘to a trip down the River’ on 3 August. [See also 15 Aug 1878] 
27 February 1877 Waterworks Committee resolves that  a Fire Brigade be constituted at an 
estimated annual cost of £501 12s, that the insurance companies contribute £250 and that their 
representatives sit on the committee controlling the Brigade, with powers delegated by the 
Council. [Confirmed by Council, 9 March. On 24 September the Committee recommended that a 
Fire Brigade be established irrespective of subscriptions from the insurance companies]. 
16 April 1877 Special Committee on Cork Harbour Bill recommends the Harbour Board’s plan 
to introduce a special audit clause in the bill. 
5 December 1877 Law and Finance Committee hears town clerk’s report on the proposed 
abolition of the office of treasurer by appointing a bank to perform the duties. 
5 January 1878 Special Committee to present an address to Bishop Delany adopts address 
congratulating him on the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination. 
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6 March 1878 Tolls and Markets Committee recommends a new procedure for filling vacant 
stalls based on sealed tenders. 
7 March 1878 Special Committee on Site for Town Hall recommends Sullivan’s Quay site. 
3 June 1878 Special Committee on the Sewerage of the City report submitted to Council. 
25 May 1878 Opening of St Vincent’s Bridge by the mayor recorded. 
11 June 1878 Hide Crane Committee resolves, after meeting of members of hide and skin trade, 
that the Hide Crane be kept open as a public market. 
21 June 1878 Special Committee regarding Tolls makes report, after the question of toll-
checking and the dismissal of the toll checker was referred back to them. [See also 4 Nov] 
23 October 1878 Waterworks Committee makes report to Council regarding proposed 
application for additional borrowing powers (for capital works), in which reference is made to 
‘the enormous waste of water in Cork’. [See also 30 Oct] 
10 November 1878 Special Committee regarding Administration of Departments agrees that the 
system under the Sanitary Committee is ‘unsatisfactory’ and directs the secretary to write to 
Belfast and Birmingham regarding their arrangments, and inquire into ‘the exact working of the 
County Grand Jury system as to works’. 
31 December 1878 Law and Finance Committee responds to queries from the Municipal 
Boundaries Commissioners. 
 
 
Reference: CP/CO/GC/M/003 
Title: Cork Corporation General Purposes Committee Minutes 
Dates: 23 December 1879 – 16 December 1889 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size 300pp 
Scope and Content: 
The General Purposes Committee met regularly from December 1878 to 4 January 1882, its 
functions being: ‘all matters and accounts connected with the maintenance and supervision of the 
Public Lighting, Park, Mardyke, Marina, Hackney Carriages, and Livery of Corporation 
Servants’. The volume includes minutes of sub-committees (eg, Gas Oil, from 21 Oct 1880), and 
of joint meetings with other committees (several meetings with Special Committee re Gas 
Question held in 1881). From page 76 to page 119, minutes of the Clothing Committee only are 
recorded. Fom page 120 to page 300, minutes of the Hackney Carriage Committee only are 
recorded. No further meetings of the full General Purposes Committee are recorded. Indexed. 
Includes: 
3 March 1880 Committee deems satisfactory Inspector Hayes’s statement on supervising the 
public cars, which notes that there were 364 cars licenced, and accommodation for only 180. 
7 April 1880 Enclosure, printed ‘Report of the General Purposes Committee on the Corporation 
Workmen’s Mutual Aid Society’ (p13). 
12 April 1881 Joint meeting of the Committee and the Special Committee re Gas Question, 
which resolves to pay the Gas Company’s claim and to seek a new contract for supply of gas. 
13 February 1889 Clothing Committee newscutting seeking tenders for capes and caps (p109). 
16 February 1887 Hackney Carriage Committee notice to owners stating that all licences will 
expire on 1 July, and that new licences will be issued subject to passing inspection (p128). 
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