
Identity Statement 
 
Reference Code:  CP/CO/GP/M 

 
Title:  Cork City Council General Purposes Committee of the Whole 

Council Minute Book 
 

Dates:  1929 - 1942 
 

Level of description:  Series 
 

Extent: 1 manuscript bound volume 
 

Context:  

Creator: 
 
Cork City Council (formerly Cork Corporation) 
 

Archival History 
 
Deposited in Cork Archives Institute in ca.1985 by the Town Clerk’s Department, Cork 
Corporation. Previously stored in strongrooms at City Hall. 
 

Administrative History 

The forerunner of the present day Cork City Council was Cork Corporation which was of ancient 
origin. The first Charter was granted in 1185. Various other charters were to follow over the 
centuries, granting and establishing numerous rights, privileges and responsibilities to the 
citizens of Cork City, which was established in the 1600’s as a County in its own right, called 
‘The County of the City of Cork’. Cork Corporation was reformed in 1840, 1853 and in 1899. In 
1924 the city council of Cork Corporation was dissolved and its powers and duties transferred to 
Mr. Philip Monahan, who was appointed City Commissioner, taking office on 31st October, 
1924, continuing to administer civic affairs until 1929 when the Corporation was reestablished 
and Monahan became the first City Manager. Under the Local Government Act 2001, Cork 
Corporation was renamed Cork City Council. Under the various Management Acts, the functions 
of local authorities are divided into two classes - Reserved Functions, performable directly by the 
elected members, and Executive Functions, performed by the city or county manager by order. 
The reserved functions of a local authority (those performed by the elected members by 
resolution) comprise decisions on all major matters, for example: adopting the annual estimate of 
expenses and striking the rate; borrowing money; making or varying a development plan; 
making, amending or revoking bye-laws; nominating persons to act on committees or other 



Cork City Council General Purposes Committee Minutes  CP/CO/GP/M 
 

Cork City and County Archives 2012  Page 2 of 6 
 

public bodies;  demanding expenses from any other local authority; the adoption of house-
building programmes; adopting a scheme of letting priorities. (See the Cork City Council 
administrative history for further information). 

Content and Structure 
Scope and Content 
 
Only one volume of minutes for the General Purposes Committee of the Whole Council is 
present, opening in April 1929, just after Cork Corporation was restored following its dissolution 
in October 1924, when a city commissioner was appointed. The functions of this new committee, 
like those of others, came to be defined by the division of executive and reserved powers brought 
about by the implementation of the City Management system in the 1930s-40s. 
 
An earlier General Purposes Committee had existed in the late 1870s and early 1880s, but with 
different functions [see CP/CO/GC/3]. A Whole Council Committee was created in 1907, taking 
over responsibility for approving and passing payments, and other functions, from the 
Improvement Committee. This Whole Council Committee ceased to meet when the Council was 
dissolved in 1924. The present committee, in cooperation with the City Manager, assumed its 
role in approving and passing payments, but also had a wider remit of overseeing the work of 
Corporation Committees and Departments and considering matters arising, or ‘General 
Purposes’. [See CP/CO/IM/M and CP/CO/WC/M] 
 
The Committee met fortnightly, the City Manager also attending, with the Town Clerk usually in 
attendance, and other corporate officers as required. Having passed minutes of the preceding 
meeting, the committee discussed general matters arising, considered correspondence, received 
any deputations, passed resolutions of a public character, and made general recommendations. Its 
key function, however, was reading and adopting the City Manager’s reports on meetings of 
Corporation Committees and the work of Departments. Reports from other officers, including the 
Medical Officer of Health and Building Inspector, were included in Manager’s reports, while 
reports of corporate officers such as the City Solicitor, and financial statements, were pasted in 
separately. Matters arising out of the reports are noted at the end of each set of minutes. 
 
From April to October 1929, printed reports have been pasted into the minutes of each meeting. 
From 6 January to 5 May 1931, printed agendas are inserted, containing the manager’s 
departmental reports.Thereafter, only matters arising from the reports are recorded, not the 
reports themselves. The volume contains much inserted matter, including agendas, reports, and 
financial statements. 
 
The Manager’s reports refer to meetings of the following Committees: Public Health; Law and 
Finance; Cemetery; Waterworks; Tolls and Markets; Hackney Carriages; Fitzgerald Park; 
Working Class Dwellings; and School Medical Service. They record accounts approved, letters 
received, applications granted or rejected, and recommendations made. The General Purposes 
Committee approved these reports, or made orders on matters arising out of them. The Manager 
also regularly submited financial statements. 
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Reports of the Medical Officer of Health were made to the City Manager and embodied in his 
reports. These record information on infectious diseases, births, and deaths, with more detailed 
reporting on Tuberculosis and Diphtheria. The work of the Veterinary Department is also noted. 
 
The minutes record the activities of the General Purposes Committee, the various Council 
committees and departmental officers, and of the City Manager, throughout a key period in 
which the City Management system was taking shape. They are also important in documenting 
consideration of and decisions on many of the major issues of this period, including tuberculosis 
and other infectious diseases, school medical services, the closure of the tramways and growth of 
bus services, unemployment, and social housing and slum clearance. 
 
For further information on Council committees, see the ‘Scope and Content’ section of 
Descriptive Lists for other series of Council Committee minutes. 
 

Arrangement 
Chronological: 
 
General Committee Minutes    1867-1878 (2 vols) 
General Purposes Committee Minutes  1879-1889 (1 vol) 
 

Allied Materials 
 
CCCA: 
CP/CO/M City Council Minute Books  
CP/CO/CM Minute Books of Various Other City Council Committees, especially: 
 CP/CO/PH/M Cork City Council – Public Health Committee Minutes 
 CP/CO/SA/M Cork City Council – School Attendance Committee Minutes 
 CP/CO/SM/M Cork City Council – School Meals Committee Minutes 
 CP/CO/SP/M Cork City Council – Special Committees Minutes 
CP/CO/CP Cork City Council – Council Papers 
CP/CO/AR Cork City Council - Committee Agendas and Reports 
CP/CO/GC Cork City Council - General Correspondence Files 
 
Caulfield, Richard, The Council Book of the Corporation of the City of Cork 1600-1643, 1690-
1800 (1876). 

Conditions of Access and Use 
 

Access Conditions:  
Open by appointment to those holding a current reader’s ticket 
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Language:  
English 
 
Finding Aids:  
Descriptive List  
 
 

Rules / Conventions 
 
ISAD(G) 

Archivists Note / Date of Description 
 
Timmy O Connor, Local Government Archivist 
June 2012  
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Descriptive List of Items 
 
Reference: CP/CO/GP/M/001 
Title: Cork Corporation General Purposes Committee of the Whole Council Minutes 
Dates: 16 April 1929 – 14 July 1942 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size 391pp 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. 
 Includes: 
16 April 1929 Recommended, that a reception committee be appointed for the centenary 
celebrations of Catholic Emancipation. 
7 May 1929 Manager’s report adopted, including statement of the actual financial position of the 
Corporation on 30 April 1929. Also read were auditor’s reports on the accounts of the Cork Joint 
Hospital Board, and the Cork Mental Hospital and Youghal Auxiliary [Cork Corporation having 
representatives on both bodies]. 
Inserted, printed Bye-Laws and Standing Orders for the regulation of the business of the Council 
and of the committees thereof. City Solicitor’s report regarding amendments also present. (p24). 
Decided, to invite representatives of various bodies and persons to meet with sub-committee on 
rebuilding City Hall, to address ‘certain criticism’ [Matter raised under Lord Mayor’s privilege]. 
21 May 1929 Inserted, Report of the School Medical Officer, 1928, and report on treatment of 
defects, April 1929 (pp31-32). 
4 June 1929 Medical Officer of Health’s report for the four weeks to 20 April, referring to 
infectious disease, deaths, births, tuberculosis, Veterinary Department (meat and milk 
inspections), and Diphtheria immunisations (pp38-40). 
6 August 1929 Report of the City Analyst for the quarter to 30 June 1929, on samples submitted 
by Civic Guard and Food and Drugs Inspectors (milk, butter, creams, margarine, spirits, and 
miscellaneous. pp58-59). 
Inserted, printed List of tenants, Turner’s Cross Housing Scheme (152). (p62). Also present is a 
note by the City Manager of rents and rates from Corporation houses in 1914, 1920-21, and 
1929-30. 
1 October 1929 Manager’s report includes detailed statement of payments by each department. 
Statements of Corporation Funds and Poor Rate collection also present (pp87-90). 
3 December 1929 Manager’s proposal regarding employment of 100 extra men at Christmas 
through the Labour Exchange, to which each councillor may recommend three names, adopted. 
21 January 1930 Recommended, that a Tuberculosis Committee be appointed. 
3 June 1930 City Mnager’s report on taking down of unauthorised structures on McCurtain St. 
17 June 1930 Bye Law recommended prohibiting parking of cars on named streets between 
11am and 5pm. 
14 July 1930 Manager reports the offer as a free gift of a site for a new School of Commerce. 
6 January 1931 Inserted, Manager’s report on possible cessation of tramways and alternative bus 
services. (p156; formal notice of cessation received 3 March. Recurring, especially with respect 
to employees). Also inserted is a printed agenda including manager’s departmental reports. In 
addition, a report and newscutting on Turner’s Cross housing scheme is present. 
18 September 1931 Manager’s report regarding meat inspection in the city. 
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19 July 1932 Manager expresses willingness to sell blocks of working class dwellings if 
approached by the whole body of tenants. [See also, eg, 8 May 1934] 
20 September 1932 Manager recommends tenders for erecting 251 houses in North-West Ward. 
21 February 1933 Deputation of Cork Unemployed (Able-Bodied) Men’s Association received, 
requesting that ‘all works in contemplation’ be expedited, especially the new swimming pool. 
[Unemployment and relief schemes are recurring subjects] 
2 May 1933 Manager’s report regarding proposed new fever hospital considered, which notes 
that closure of North and South Fever Hospitals requires consent of Cork County Council. 
27 March 1934 Manager’s reports considered, concerning (1) extention of Munster Agricultural 
Society’s lease of grounds on Lower Road; (2) construction of a railway on Victoria Quay by 
Cork Milling Co, opposed by Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union. 
12 February 1935 Lord Mayor presents awards granted by the Royal Humane Society to persons 
who have rescued others from drowning. 
14 January 1936 Inserted, report of Traffic Sub-Committee on city traffic and crossings (p293). 
10 September 1936 Lord Mayor thanks all involved in the formal opening of City Hall. 
9 February 1937 Local Government Dept letter stating that a grant of £26475 has been allocated 
to the County Borough of Cork out of the Employment Scheme Vote, and noting conditions. 
10 May 1938 Lord Mayor moves that Douglas Hyde be made an honourary freeman of the city, 
on his election as first President of Ireland. 
11 October 1938 Inserted, printed reports on system of supervision of the City Waterworks 
Department, and on reduction of waste in water supply, by the City Engineer (p332). 
10 January 1939 Inserted, Cork Joint County Scheme Order, with proposed amendments [health 
districts; p338] 
9 April 1940 Protest against an order depriving a staff member of his post, on being convicted of 
a scheduled offence under the Offences Against the State Act, 1939. 
11 March 1941 City Manager outlines schemes to tackle unemployment, mentioning relief 
schemes, the new resevoir at Holly Hill, the new fever hospital, painting of working class 
dwellings and construction of air raid shelters. 
10 February 1942 Record of Orders made by the City Manager and Town Clerk considered. 
[Recurring. The orders themselves are not recorded in the minutes] 
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