
Identity Statement 
 
Reference Code:  CP/CO/HC/M 

 
Title:  Cork City Council Hackney Carriage Committee Minutes 

 
Dates:  1890 – 1929 

 
Level of description:  Series 

 
Extent: 4 manuscript bound volumes 

 

Context:  

Creator: 
 
Cork City Council (formerly Cork Corporation) 
 

Archival History 
 
Deposited in Cork Archives Institute in ca.1985 by the Town Clerk’s Department, Cork 
Corporation. Previously stored in strongrooms at City Hall. 
 

Administrative History 

The forerunner of the present day Cork City Council was Cork Corporation which was of ancient 
origin. The first Charter was granted in 1185. Various other charters were to follow over the 
centuries, granting and establishing numerous rights, privileges and responsibilities to the 
citizens of Cork City, which was established in the 1600’s as a County in its own right, called 
‘The County of the City of Cork’. Cork Corporation was reformed in 1840, 1853 and in 1899. In 
1924 the city council of Cork Corporation was dissolved and its powers and duties transferred to 
Mr. Philip Monahan, who was appointed City Commissioner, taking office on 31st October, 
1924, continuing to administer civic affairs until 1929 when the Corporation was reestablished 
and Monahan became the first City Manager. Under the Local Government Act 2001, Cork 
Corporation was renamed Cork City Council. Under the various Management Acts, the functions 
of local authorities are divided into two classes - Reserved Functions, performable directly by the 
elected members, and Executive Functions, performed by the city or county manager by order. 
The reserved functions of a local authority (those performed by the elected members by 
resolution) comprise decisions on all major matters, for example: adopting the annual estimate of 
expenses and striking the rate; borrowing money; making or varying a development plan; 
making, amending or revoking bye-laws; nominating persons to act on committees or other 
public bodies;  demanding expenses from any other local authority; the adoption of house-
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building programmes; adopting a scheme of letting priorities. (See the Cork City Council 
administrative history for further information). 

Content and Structure 
Scope and Content 
 
 
Inspection and licencing of vehicles plying for hire in the City was a function of Cork 
Corporation from the mid 19th century, and was subject to regulatory legislation and bye laws. 
Minutes of meetings of the hackney car committee from the 1860s to the 1880s are contained in 
General Committee Minutes (CP/CO/GC/M). Also contained are minutes of the Gingle 
Committee, which supervised public use of a different kind of hired vehicle.  The Tolls and 
Markets Committee had responsibility for supervision of hackney carriages, the Inspector of 
Hackney Carriages reporting to that committee, in the period from March 1882 to December 
1889 [CP/CO/TM/M. Minutes from this period are contained in CP/CO/GC/M/3]. The present 
series begins with the first discrete volume of Hackney Car Committee minutes, the Gingle 
Committee evidently no longer in existence by this time. 
 
 The committee initially met weekly, with councillors and, usually, the city secretary and 
hackney car inspector in attendance. The general superintendent also sometimes attended. In July 
1892 the number of councillors was increased from seven to 14, to represent each ward of the 
city. A note on the committee’s accounts occurs regularly in minutes. The inspector’s report was 
also read weekly, raising existing and planned traffic arrangements, disciplinary and licensing 
matters, and traffic and other issues arising. 
 
The committee was responsible for licencing of hackney car owners and drivers, with licences 
generally renewed annually. It also heard complaints from the public, and could reprimand 
operators or revoke licences for misconduct or breach of bye laws. Drivers were generally 
convicted of such breaches, or unlicenced operation, by the Magistrates’ Court. The committee 
also heard complaints from operators regarding damage to vehicles on the public roads, and 
other matters. The committee provided shelters and stands for the cars, and was responsible for 
their upkeep. The Corporation’s area of jurisdiction over hackney cars extended to a radius to 
five miles from the General Post Office. 
 
From mid-1890s the committee also had responsibility for licencing of omnibuses, larger 
carriages capable of taking greater numbers of passengers. The minutes reflect the initial 
resistance to the advent of these vehicles by hackney car proprietors. 
 
The increasing number of motor cars on the city’s streets from the 1900s on, and its implications 
for the public, was also a concern of the committee, which had a role regarding speed limits and 
addressing of complaints. Tramways also came to operate in the city in these years, and while 
these were run by private companies, the committee similarly addressed complaints and matters 
arising. There were also dealings with railways operating into and out of the city, particularly in 
terms of hackney stands and related arrangements and bye laws. 
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The committee for a time had responsibility with regard to overseeing general traffic in the city, 
eg, noticing obstructions to roads and footpaths, deposit of goods on quays, movement of cattle, 
and street preaching. Regulation of street traffic was assumed by the Constabulary in August 
1890, Corporation bye laws still applying. The committee and the general superintendent 
continued to play a role in regulating traffic matters, although the Improvements Committee also 
had functions with respect to use and maintenance of roads and public spaces. 
 
From November 1924 to March 1929, while the Corporation was dissolved, committee meetings 
were attended by the City Commissioner (later City Manager), with other officers sometimes 
attending. City Manager Monohan continued to attend meetings, without Councillors present, up 
to 14 November 1929, when the present series ends. 
 
The series documents the operation of hackney carriages in the city, forerunners of today’s taxis 
and cabs, and provides much information on the early development of omnibus (bus) services 
and tramways in the city. In addition, it sheds light on traffic issues, cycling, motor cars and 
cycles, and other matters, and will be of interest to those studying the history of public transport. 
 
(see ‘Includes’ notes for individual volumes, giving examples of matters considered). 
 
For further information on Council committees, see the ‘Scope and Content’ section of 
Descriptive Lists for other series of Council Committee minutes. 
 

Arrangement 
Chronological 
CP/CO/HC/M/1: 
9 January 1890 – 29 April 1895 
CP/CO/HC/M/2: 
6 May 1895 – 7 October 1902 
CP/CO/HC/M/3: 
13 October 1902 – 5 July 1915 
CP/CO/HC/M/4: 
19 July 1915 – 14 November 1929 
 

Allied Materials 
 
CCCA: 
CP/CO/M City Council Minute Books  
CP/CO/CM Minute Books of Various Other City Council Committees 
CP/CO/CP Cork City Council – Council Papers 
CP/CO/AR Cork City Council - Committee Agendas and Reports 
CP/CO/GC Cork City Council - General Correspondence Files 
 
Caulfield, Richard, The Council Book of the Corporation of the City of Cork 1600-1643, 1690-
1800 (1876). 
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Conditions of Access and Use 
 

Access Conditions:  
Open by appointment to those holding a current readers ticket 
 

Language:  
English 
 
Finding Aids:  
Descriptive List  
 
 

Rules / Conventions 
 
ISAD(G) 

Archivists Note / Date of Description 
 
Timmy O Connor, Local Government Archivist 
May 2012  
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Descriptive List of Items 
 
Reference: CP/CO/HC/M/001 
Title: Cork Corporation Hackney Carriage Committee Minutes  
Dates: 9 January 1890 – 29 April 1895 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp300 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. There is a gap in the minutes between the meetings of 1 May 1893 
and 15 January 1894 (pp173-210). There is also a gap between the meetings of 19 November and 
31 December 1894 (pp272-77). 
Includes: 
16 January 1890 Inspector’s report includes three reports against drivers, leading to orders that 
one have his licence revoked, another be summoned and reprimanded, and a third have his 
licence suspended for a week. All three cases involved breach of bye laws. 
Reference from Improvement Department regarding a complaint of ‘pigs being driven down 
Cook Street all hours of the night’. 
23 January 1890 Two requisitions for hackney car owners’ licences, being transfers, granted. 
13 February 1890 Acting Constable reports that he saw prostitutes in the car of a hackney driver. 
27 February 1890 Ordered, that inspections be held every Monday and Friday from 7 April to 30 
June, at the Corn Market, with regard to annual reinspection and licence renewal. (Notice 
regarding renewal inserted, outlining conditions to be met. Renewal applies to ‘all licences to ply 
Hackney Carriages for hire within five miles of the General Post Office of the Borough’. p8) 
3 April 1890 General Superintendent reports that that entire carriageway and footpaths of Corn 
Market St were blocked by vegetables. 
22 May 1890 Inserted, printed notice to owners of Hackney Carriages regarding inspections for 
renewal. (p20) 
19 June 1890 Memorial of ratepayers on Patrick’s, Union and Morrison’s Quays ‘protesting 
against the nuisance occasioned by the placing of coal on those quays’. Draft bye law submitted. 
[See also 8 March 1892: deputation of coal merchants accepts draft bye law] 
3 July 1890 List of requisitions for renewal of licences, ‘in addition to 8 already granted, making 
in all 431 which passed inspection within the prescribed time’. The list notes number of cars, 
owners, and vehicle licence numbers. (pp30-34). 
21 August 1890 City Engineer reports that as work on Patrick’s Bridge is completed, the services 
of firemen in regulating traffic is no longer required, and they may be relieved from that duty. 
18 September 1890 Letter from County Inspector Heard stating that the Constabulary will take 
up the regulation of street traffic on 25 August. 
26 February 1891 Notice regarding renewal of licences and conditions. [p60; recurring annually] 
28 May 1891 Reference from Improvement Department regarding ticket box on Merchant’s 
Quay of the Cork, Blackrock, and Passage Railway Co. 
25 June 1891 Town clerk’s report on regulating the use of cycles and bicycles in the city. 
2 July 1891 List of applicants for licences. [pp81-85; recurring annually] 
30 July 1891 Reference from Tolls and Markets Committee regarding sale on Corn Market St of 
wares for which St Peter’s and Harpur’s Lane Markets were intended. 
7 January 1892 General Superintendent’s report on street obstruction recommends appointment 
of four street inspectors. Committee recommends two inspectors in addition to the existing post. 
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Resolved, the Constabulary be asked to undertake general regulation of traffic and obstructions. 
19 April 1892 Resolutions passed making changes to procedures for licencing inspections and 
prosecutions for plying while unfit to ply. Also resolved to increase committee to 14 members. 
29 August 1892 Town clerk reports that there is no power to revoke or suspend the licence of a 
driver convicted of robbery, unless there be two convictions against him under the Act regulating 
hackney carriages, and that there is no power to alter this by bye law. 
3 October 1892 Instruction given to Constabulary, with reference to local Acts, to have all street 
obstructions removed, and to allow 15 inches outside shops for display. 
16 January 1893 Constabulary complaint that drivers refuse to drive them when conveying 
prisoners from railway stations, ‘save at exorbitant fares’. 
6 February 1893 Orders with regard to making new hackney car stands, and reducing or 
abolishing others, in consequence of the opening of the Great Southern and Western Railway 
Station, Lower Glanmire Road. 
Order passed declaring that the licence of proprietors convicted a second time within twelve 
months of a serious offence shall ‘ipso facto be revoked’. [printed notice, 31 Dec 1894 (p278)] 
15 January 1894 Town clerk’s report on street preaching, pointing out that it is a misdemeanour 
and that the the Constabulary are ‘entitled to the moral support of the Corporation’ in enforcing 
the relevant law. He believes preachers, wrongly thinking they have a legal right, would not 
persist ‘in a course which was calculated to excite religious rancour and ill-feeling in a city 
preeminent for its tolerance’. 
12 February 1894 Draft bye laws on deposit of coal on the quays, proposed by Cork Harbour 
Commissioners, amended and recommended. It is noted that ‘Cork was the only port in the 
United Kingdom, in which coal was allowed to be put on the open public quays’. 
28 May 1894 Inspector reports unlicenced cars from the country plying in the city on race days. 
3 July 1894 List of licences granted, to 1 July 1895. Includes five licences permitted to operate 
from Dunkettle Station only. (pp241-246) 
30 July 1894 Objection by many proprietors at arrangements made by Canon Hegarty PP to 
convey passengers to a Fete Champetre in Riverstown in unlicenced wagonettes. 
18 March 1895 Complaints by leesee of Ferries, Penrose Quay, regarding goods from steam 
ships obstructing approaches, and steamers being in too close proximity to the ferry slip. 
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Reference: CP/CO/HC/M/002 
Title: Cork Corporation Hackney Carriage Committee Minutes  
Dates: 6 May 1895 – 7 October 1902 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp395 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. 
Includes: 
29 June 1896 Inserted, newscutting noticing cyclists that the speed limit of 6 miles an hour will 
be strictly enforced by the Constabulary. (p82) 
1 March 1897 Two applications to ply omnibuses granted, one between Glanmire Station and 
Parnell Bridge, passing Patrick St, Grand Parade, and South Mall, every 20 minutes, the other 
connecting the city’s railway termini. [see also, eg, 13 April, re routes.] 
17 May 1897 Inspector’s report on routes, fares, and timetable to be observed by Messrs 
Desmond & Sons omnibuses. Objection heard on behalf of the city’s coachmakers and related 
trades regarding imported omnibuses. Deputation on behalf of hackney car owners and drivers 
asks that no further omnibus licences be granted, and supports the inspector’s proposed routes. 
 
 
 
Reference: CP/CO/HC/M/003 
Title: Cork Corporation Hackney Carriage Committee Minutes  
Dates: 13 October 1902 – 5 July 1915 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp404 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. 
Includes: 
23 November 1903 Inspector’s report expressing his view that a ‘that a speed of 10 miles an hour 
for motor cars would be dangerous in the streets of the City, especially in the narrow streets’. 
12 November 1907 Inserted, printed bye laws for regulating hackney carriages. (pp169-74) 
24 March 1908 Inserted, printed bye laws for regulation of street traffic, under the Cork 
Improvement Act, 1880. (pp185-86) 
8 February 1910 Inserted, newscutting advertising the position of assistant hackney inspector. 
9 August 1910 Deputation from Hackney Carriages Protective Association making suggestions 
regarding stopping places for trams in places congested with traffic. Alterations recommended to 
Cork Electric Tramways and Lighting Co at special meeting on 16 August (printed note inserted, 
p249). Reference is made to existing stops at Patrick’s St, King St, and Lr Glanmire Rd. 
28 April 1914 Reference from Council, to consider Law and Finance Committee’s 
recommendations on proposed stopping places for trams as submitted by the Tramways Co. Note 
of proposed stopping places inserted (p362-63). 
14 July 1914 Complaint from hackney car owners regarding unlicenced operation of a motor bus 
by a newly formed company on race days and aviation day. 
City Solicitor’s report regarding the difficulty ‘in regulating the speed of motor cars and motor 
cycles in the City’ 
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17 November 1914 Letter from Cork Electric Tramways and Lighting Co explaining irregularity 
of service on the Douglas route, caused by the opening of Parnell Bridge. 
7 July 1915, Inserted, newscutting, notice that persons ‘who shall throw, place, or leave any 
bottle’ or other sharp item likely to cause injury is liable to a penalty not exceeding £5. 
 
 
 
Reference: CP/CO/HC/M/004 
Title: Cork Corporation Hackney Carriage Committee Minutes  
Dates: 19 July 1915 – 14 November 1929 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp343 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. Minutes of meetings held by the City Commissioner mainly consist 
of applications for hackney car and omnibus licences and decisions thereon, although other 
matters arising are still briefly addressed. 
Includes: 
7 February 1916 Letter from Rev J Russell CC complaining of ‘outrageous practices and conduct 
of a scandalous nature’ on the part of some hackney drivers at night. 
5 March 1917 Inserted, statement of increased fares applied for by Hackney Car Owners 
Association, noting places to, present fare, and increased fare. (pp60-63. See also 11 May 1920) 
19 August 1918 City solicitor’s report regarding use of public quays for depositing timber, 
pointing out that there is no legal power to charge a rent, and noting legal remedies. 
23 September 1924 Special meeting regarding street trading and related obstruction. 
31 October 1929 21 applications for omnibus conductors’ licences granted. Permission to run a 
bus service to Coachford on 3 November for ‘an important hurling match’ granted. 
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