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IDENTITY STATEMENT 
Reference: IE CCCA/GJ/CO/PR/ 

Title:  Grand Jury Presentments County Cork  | Applications & Grants 

Level of  

description: series 

Date:  1834- 1898 (gaps) 

Extent:  44 vols. 

CONTEXT 

Creator 
 
Grand Jury of County Cork 
 

Biographical/Administrative History 
 
The Grand Jury of the County of Cork formed the county's pre-1898 system of local government.  By 
statutes in 1759 and 1765 Juries could levy a County Cess or tax for road construction and 
maintenance, and later for workhouses, fever hospitals, bridewells and other purposes. 
 
The Juries collected dues and considered county government matters at sittings of both a county 
wide and barony level.  Applications presented to Juries included contracts for road construction and 
maintenance, but also for the building of judicial session houses, gaols, hospitals, harbours and piers. 
Salaries were also approved by the jury for the staff of these insitutions, and for the associated roles 
of county surveyors and coroners.  In addition to buildings and salaries, the Juries also considered 
applications for life and property damages, at hearings described as 'Malicious Injuries'. These cases 
predominantly concerned damage claims for vandalism to houses, farm buildings, and farm 
property. 
 
Meetings of the Jury were held twice annually at court sessions termed Spring and Summer Assizes 
to consider applications, with 'spring' meetings held in January and 'summer' meetings in June.  
Building contracts, salaries, and malicious injuries claims were made as Application Presentments at 
these meetings. The Assizes met at county level with five representatives from the Cess Payers, and 
ten Justices. These representatives contained important members of the families of the local landed 
gentry. The chairman of the Justices for 1868 for example was Sir George C. Colthurst, Baronet.  The 
barony level juries fluctuated in numbers, with approximately eight Justices to ten Cess-Payers. After 
Presentment at these Assizes, approved applications were granted by judges.  These Grand Jury 
meetings contained both Judges and Jurors, with the former comprising the High Sheriff and Under 
Sheriff, and the latter comprising JPs. In this manner, moneys awarded for local government 
purposes were managed with court sanction.  
 
It is possible that some of the County Cork presentment volumes belonged to Abraham T. Forster, of 
Garrettstown, as his name is inscribed to the fore of the Summer Assizes, 1872 [GJ/CO/PR/39 (i)]. 
Forster was a substantial land owner, with an estate of 1,578 acres in County Cork, and is listed as a 
member of the Grand Jury for the presentments granted at the Summer Assizes, 1875 [GJ/CO/PR/42 
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(ii)]. Ink annotations to volumes around this period may be attributed to Forster. Forster is listed also 
as a member of the Board of Superintendence of the Gaol and House of Correction in 1876 
[GJ/CO/PR/43 (ii), p.9]. 
 
Following the UK House of Commons Report from the Select Committee on Grand Jury 
Presentments 1827, and the Grand Jury (Ireland) Act 1836 the role of the Juries was reformed. It is 
from 1834-1898 that printed copies of County Cork's Grand Jury Presentments are extant. The 
period post-1850 gradually shows an increase in the Juries function to award moneys and maintain 
piers and to improve harbour and port management. The Juries were responsible for example for 
appointing Harbour Constables to enforce harbour and quay-side bye-laws across County Cork.  The 
Grand Jury (Ireland) Act 1853 provided for the Board of Works to transfer ownership to the Grand 
Jury. The same act also enabled the Juries to borrow money from private sources [GJ/CO/PR/26 (i)]. 
Financial statements show the Grand Juries worked closely with Dublin Castle, for example in the 
transfer of 'surplus' funds raised from the licencing of dog permits from 1870 onwards [GJ/CO/PR/34 
(ii)].  
 
The county's jury also awarded sums for the schooling or 'reforming' of young offenders. Payments 
were made to schools in Cork and in other counties across Ireland for these purposes. Reminders to 
chase payments from the juries suggest that schooling was not one of the main concerns of the 
Grand Juries [GJ/CO/PR/32 (i)].  The face that the juries printed their Presentment books reflects the 
widening role of the Grand Juries, and perhaps the need to administer county government works 
more efficiently and transparently. 
 
Activity of the Grand Jury of County Cork prior to the 1834 presentment volume is to be found for 
example in the list of bridges compiled 1708-1712 [U229/3/2].  From 1838 onwards, the Boards of 
Guardians adopted parallel functions to the Grand Jury.  In spite of this, reference of sums awarded 
for the care of 'Deserted Children' continue, for example in 1865 [GJ/CO/PR/32 (i), p.287].  In 1898, 
however, all of the Juries administrative functions were transferred to the County Councils. Judicial 
functions were retained until 1924 when the Grand Juries were finally abolished. 
 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 
 

Scope and Content  

Printed Grand Jury Schedules of Presentments for County Cork, Applications and Grants, extant for 

the years 1834 to 1898. Contains printed lists, by barony, of applications for road contracts, road 

maintenance, bridge construction, pier maintenance, gaol staff salaries and superannuations, county 

coroners, and claims from persons for personal or property injury damages.  

 

Volumes present the names of the applicants to the jury, a short description of the claim or contract, 

the decision to approve or disapprove the claim, and the value of the award of the contract or 

damage. As such, these lists allow for detailed research into the activities of the Grand Juries of 

County Cork.  The lists of works or duties carried out under the Grand Juries sanction widened 

gradually over the course of the 19th century with early volumes 1834 - c.1850 focusing on road and 

bridge contruction or maintenance, and lists of contractors for same.  Later volumes, post c.1850, 
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expand in content to include information on salaries for staff in the county gaols and bridewells, and 

later give information on rates collected at barony level on different railway companies.  

 

The research value of these records is varied in scope and subject.  The majority of the content 

charting the building of roads, mail roads, piers, bridges, and railways is brief but provides a 

timetable for researching the building and maintenance of same. Most presentment volumes 

contain a section 'Sudden Breaches', where sums are presented for emergency repairs to roads and 

bridges. These may prove useful in research into localised flooding and damages in the county.  

County Surveyor reports and Correspondence are occasionally reproduced and printed within the 

Presentment books giving additional information on the progress of construction or state of 

maintenance of the main transport corridors in the County. Salaried staff in the gaols or on court 

business are either listed by name or job title. As such, it may be possible to research family history 

of persons connected with these services in County Cork. The list of contractors would also allow 

family history research into men involved in the construction industry of roads in Cork.  

 

Individual persons are named in the sections concerning the award of sums for damage to property 

and persons: 'Malicious Injuries'. The majority of such cases concern the deliberate vandalism of 

houses, live-stock, and farm produce. This information, although brief per entry, gives an insight to 

the financial value of persons and property across County Cork, making it possible to chart changes 

to the valuation of the same over the period 1834-1898. Annual (and later 3 yearly) reports from the 

General Valuation of Ireland provide an additional statistical analysis for the County and Baronies. 

The 'Malicious Injuries' sections of the presentments could also be used for research into local land 

use: damages to forestry, crops, and livestock are included. One example refers to 'the wilful and 

malicious destroying [of] a Stock of Bees at Grangemore, parish of Abbeymahon' [GJ/CO/PR/32 (i), 

section II, p.291]. The Malicious Injuries cases are frequently annotated by hand with notes, mainly 

alterations to the value of sums requested and awarded for individual cases. The annotations 

suggest these particular presentation books belonged to a member of the jury responsible for 

granting applications of the personal or property injury nature [GJ/CO/PR/39 (i)]. They provide a 

small insight to the level of detail and scrutiny given to individual presentments. 

 

Baronies represented by Grand Juries in the County Cork included:- County Cork at Large, Beer, 

Bantry, Barretts, Barrymore, E.D.E (East Division East) Carbery, W.D.E. (West Division East) Carbery, 

E.D.W. (East Division West) Carbery, W.D.W. (West Division West) Carbery, Condons and 

Clongibbons, Courceys, Duhallow, Fermoy, Ibane and Barryroe, Imokilly, Kerricurrihy, Kinnalea, 

Kinnalmeaky, Kinnattalloon, Kinsale, East Muskery, West Muskery, Orrery and Kilmore, Bandon, 

Mallow, and Youghall. 

 

System of Arrangement 

Bound volumes arranged chronologically, from 1834 to 1898. Numbered from 1 to 65, with gaps for 

years not present (non-extant).  
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Volumes are numbered with roman numerals to distinguish where multiple volumes of 

presentments were printed given year. 

 

CONDITIONS OF ACCESS AND USE 
 

Conditions Governing Access 

Open by appointment to all bona fide researchers holding a current readers ticket. 

Language 
English 

Finding Aids 
Descriptive List 

 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Existence and Location of Originals 
 

(i) Relating to County Cork.  

Cork City Library: 

1. 'Map survey of County Cork ordered by Grand Jury'. 1811. (CCL ref - 912.4195 GRA [reference 

collections]) 

National Archives of Ireland: 

1. 'County Cork Grand Jury: return of special road sessions'. 1834. (NAI ref - CSO/OPMA/1713) 

2. 'Letter from Davys Tuckey, secretary to County Cork grand jury, concerning constables 

recommended for superannuation', 1819, (NAI ref - CSO/RP/1819/888) 

 (ii) Relating to Cork City.   

National Library of Ireland: 

1. 'Statement of asssessment' for summer and spring assizes from the Grand Jury of the City of Cork 

for 1808, 1811, and 1815.  

2. 'Schedule of the approved applications to obtain presentments' for the Grand Jury of Cork from 

Spring 1899. (NLI Ref - Ir 94145 c 13) 
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Related Units of Description 
Reference Description Other 
CC/SW Cork County Council Schedules 

of Works, 1906-1910 
Format of Schedules of Grand 
Jury Presentments was largely 
maintained in early County 
Council schedules of road 
works 

PR55 John George McCarthy   
IE CCCA/SM797 Cork City Grand Jury, South 

Liberties Rate Collector's 
Summary Book 

  

U195/188 Valuation of the Barony of East 
Muskerry 

Valuation carried out for Grand 
Jury of County Cork. 

CC/R/VL General Valuation of Ireland, 
County Cork 

Valuations carried out for 
Grand Jury of County Cork. 

 

RULES /CONVENTIONS USED 

ISAD(G). 

ARCHIVIST’S NOTE 
Description Prepared By:   Steven Skeldon, Archivist, CCCA, February 2017. 

 

 

 
 

  



1 
 

LIST OF CONTENTS 

Printed Grand Jury Schedules of Presentments (1834-1866) 
 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/1 (i)  Date: 1834  Level: item  Extent: c 144 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Printed Grand Jury Schedules of Presentments for County Cork, Applications for Summer Assizes 1834. Contains 
a list of contracts considered at the King's Old Castle court session on 24th June 1834, and meetings at barony 
level.  
 
County at Large contracts includes a list of salaries for the functioning of the justice system: the Treasurer of the 
County, the Clerk of the Crown, the Clerk of the Peace, the Secretary of the Grand Jury, the Court-keeper of the 
Crown Court, and the Judge's Crier. The County at Large meeting also lists salaries for the County Gaol and 
House of Correction, including, for example:- the Medical Officer, the Apothecary, the Governor, the Matron, 
and the Assistants. The meeting also records the sum of £568 0 0 awarded:- 'To the Commissioners for building 
the new Court houses, ...running parallel with Fishamble lane', and 'the eight Instalment of a sum of £17,000, 
for building New Court Houses'. 
 
Barony meetings cover the construction and maintenance of footpaths, roads, and bridges, for example the 
'repair [of] the parapet walls of Ballanhassig bridge', in the Barony of Kerricurrihy. 
 
Volume is inscribed with the name of Baronet Sir William Wrixon Becher, being first baronet of Ballygiblin, 
1780-1850, and quoted under the County at Large Establishment as one of the overseers of the building of the 
new County Cork Courthouse. 
 
Gap in series (1835-1837); GJ/CO/PR/2-4 non-extant. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/5 (i)  Date: 1838  Level: item  Extent: c 300 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
County at Large contracts includes mention of sums awarded to Fever Hospitals in Castlemartyr, Cobh (Cove), 
and Mallow. Sums awarded to the county prisons (gaols) is listed, with a breakdown of figures for the 
Protestant Chaplain, R.C. Chaplain, Deputy Governor, food, bedding, and clothing.  In the Barony of Kinsale, 
£209 7s 0d is awarded for the construction of bridges on the road from Bandon to Kinsale between Whitecastle 
bridge and the ferry slip at Kinsale. 
 
 
Gap in series (1839-1844); GJ/CO/PR/6-11 non-extant. 

 
Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/12 (i)  Date: 1845  Level: item  Extent: c 340 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
County at Large meeting makes mention of a contract approved to Gerald Mahony, William Ellis and Michael 
Mahony to build a Bridewell in Cobh.  Sums are also awarded for Bridewells in Ballineen, and in Skull.  Ink 
annotations to cover name 'Edward Daly, Esq.' County at Large Justices mentioned include Richard Dowden and 
Henry Morrogh. Barony meetings each list the name of the Collector of the Public Cess, for example, Henry 
Gallwey, in the Barony of Ibane and Barryroe. 
 
Gap in series (1846-1855); GJ/CO/PR/13-22 non-extant. 
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Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/23 (i)  Date: 1856  Level: item  Extent: 378 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
The cost of establishing a Lunatic Asylum is detailed with a Lord Commissioners, county and city contribution 
for the 'Expense of Erecting and Establishing an Asylum for the Reception of the Lunatic Poor' (section I, pp.18-
20). This is referred to as the Eglinton Lunatic Asylum. The volume also lists 'Piers and Harbours Transferred 
from the Commissioners of Public Works to the Grand Jury of the County of Cork', from 1854 onwards. Piers 
include: Laurence Cove (Bear Island), Coulagh Bay, Cove of Kinsale, World's End (Kinsale), Ballycotton, 
Courtmacsherry, Glandore, Baltimore, Skull, Cape Clear, and Castletown, Berehaven. (section II, p.105). 
 
Gap in series (1857-1858); GJ/CO/PR/24-25 non-extant. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/26 (i)  Date: 1859  Level: item  Extent: 439 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Contains an 'Account of the Expenditure on the Annual Revision of the Valuation' of Cork by Richard Griffith 
for 1858. The expenditure includes a breakdown of total sums spent by the barony and approved by the 
Juries on salaries, travelling expenses, postage, office rent, furniture & repairs, etc. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/27 (i)  Date: 1860  Level: item  Extent: 427 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Construction works under the County at Large heading include a presentment to 'build an Arch over the Mill-
stream running to Droup's Mills...being necessary to the construction of a Causeway and new Entrance to the 
Co. Gaol.' [Presentment Number.3, County at Large]. 
 
The volume also contains an 'Account of the Expenditure on the Annual Revision of the Valuation' of Cork by 
Richard Griffith for 1859 [section I, page 20]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/28 (i)  Date: 1861  Level: item  Extent: c 435 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
County at large bridge constructions refer to works on the Dunkettle bridge on the Cork to Youghal road, 
Beazley's ford bridge on the Kanturk to Cork road, Ovens Bridge, and Crookstown Bridge on the Macroom to 
Bandon road.  
 
Cases listed under the Malicious Injuries heading refer briefly to the case of 'the wilful and malicious burning 
[of] a School-house, as Lisnabrin, parish of Mogeely, on the night of 4th October, 1860' [section I, p.298]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/29 (i)  Date: 1862  Level: item  Extent: 429 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Construction presentments under the County at Large heading include works to Cork and Mallow 
Courthouses, and to Copplebawn Bridge and Morrison's Bridge, both on the Cork to Millstreet road. The 
issue of the bridge by the Western Road to the County Gaol, as mentioned in GJ/CO/PR/28 is mentioned 
again under the County at Large heading, and offers an insight to the timeframes and process by which the 
Grand Jury would consider presentments. 
 
County at Large salaries include those for the Keeper of Middleton Bridewell, the late Bridewell Keeper at 
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Rosscarbery, and the others at the Co. Gaol. Other bridewells noted include those at Bandon, Bantry, 
Clonakilty, Kanturk, Mallow, Macroom, Skibbereen, Fermoy, Youghal, Castletown, Charleville, Dunmanway, 
Kinsale, Millstreet, Mitchelstown and Queenstown (Cobh). 
 
County at Large rents include mention of the North Cork Rifle Regiment of Militia, the West Cork Artillery 
Regiment, and the South Cork Light Infantry. These appear to refer to rental of stores and fitting of same for 
militia use [Section I, Establishment, Militia Rents, p.14]. 
 
A table of tolls received from Glandore and Ring piers headed Spring 1862 details tolls paid from 1854-1862 
for these two ports, with a note stating no tolls paid and no Harbour Constable appointed for Ballycotton, 
Burrin, Kilmakillogue, and Skull [Section II, Piers and Harbours, after p.119]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/30 (i)  Date: 1863  Level: item  Extent: 435 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Includes reference to the building of a sea wall on the road from Clonakilty to Island strand [section I, p.4]. 
In the Barony of East Muskerry presentments are printed texts of correspondence between C. Colthurst and 
the Grand Jury, concerning the Coachford Benevolent Society's intention to build accommodation for the 
Loan Fund and Ladies' Association [section I, p.166]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/31 (i)  Date: 1864  Level: item  Extent: 421 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
A new pier and quay wall construction is presented by John Barry, Edmond Barry, and John Sullivan on the 
road from Rosscarberry to Rossbar [section I, p.3]. This entry includes a breakdown of the costs between 
the barony, county at large, and private subscription. Significant funds are also awarded for re-building 
Fermoy bridge over the river Condons and Blackwater on the Fermoy to Mitchelstown road [section I, p.4].  
 
A transcript of a letter sent from WM. Wagstaff of St Patrick's Reformatory School, Upton, dated 8 Jul 1864 
requests presentment for funds towards maintenance of boys in the school convicted under the Juvenile 
Offenders legislation. The letter makes reference to the 'heavy debt' of sending three fourths of these 
juveniles to 'the Colonies'. [section I, after p.15]. This case is presented again by the manager of Upton 
school in the Spring Assizes of 1866 [GJ/CO/PR/33 (i)]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/32 (i)  Date: 1865  Level: item  Extent: 446 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Costs for maintenance of 'Deserted Children', include 15 presentments to the Grand Jury for the spring 
assizes of 1865 with the baronies of Carbery and West Muskery particularly represented. Support for the 
children was levied on the parish, with sums awarded by the jury quoted in each presentment. Names of 
the deserted children are not quoted, however, names of the claimants feature. [section II, p.287]. The 
volume also includres requests for maintenance moneys for children at Dublin Protestant Reformatory 
Schools and St Joseph's Reformatory School, Limerick. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/33 (i)  Date: 1866  Level: item  Extent: 453 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Refers briefly to the case of moneys due to Upton Reformatory School [section I, p.10]. Brief references 
are also found to militias in Cork, in the section 'Militia Rents', where storage facilities are presented for in 
connection with the Adjutant of the North Cork Militia, the South Cork Light Infantry Regiment of the 
Militia, and the West Cork Artillery Regiment of the Militia. [section I, p.12]. 
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        Printed Grand Jury Schedules of Presentments (1867-1877) 
 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/34 (i)  Date: 1867  Level: item  Extent: 434 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Contains reference to the sum of £552 18 s 9d presented for the taking down of the old and building of a 
new bridge, on the road from Kanturk to the Banteer railway station over the river Blackwater [section I, 
p.4]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/34 (ii)  Date: 1867  Level: item  Extent: 435 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Gives names and salaries for four of the county coroners. Name and half-year salaries are also quoted for 
the County Gaol's Local Inspector, Protestant Chaplain, R.C. Chaplain, Medical Officer, Apothecary, 
Governor, Chief Warder, Storekeeper, Gatekeeper, Warders, Schoolmaster, Messenger and Matron.  
 
This volume makes reference to the Youghall Bridge Bill Committee, and to the controversy surrounding 
the suggested abolishment of the Bridewells of Charleville, Mitchelstown and Dunmanway. The reply, 
from the Dunmanway Petty Sessins challenging the closure states:- 'we consider the present Bridewell... is 
clean, healthy and secure, and in excellent order'.  
 
The volume also contains a letter from the Registrar of Petty Sessions Clerk's Office, Dublin Castle, noting 
a surplus from County Cork's sale of licenses under the Dogs Reglation (Ireland) Act 1865. Other 
correspondence from Dublin Castle includes a letter from the Lord Justices, to investigate into the delay of 
holding inquests into the sudden deaths of two individuals. The reply, from James Edward Somerville, 
coroner, Skibbereen, begs the Justices consider 'so long a journey through a wild and dreary country... 
when the country was in alarm at the prospect of Fenian insurrection'. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/35 (i)  Date: 1868  Level: item  Extent: 443 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Building works briefly referred to include the construction works at the County Gaol Bridge, Cork City 
[section I, p.3]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/36 (i)  Date: 1869  Level: item  Extent: 440 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Building works briefly referred to include the construction works at the County Gaol Bridge, Cork City 
[section I, p.3]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/37 (i)  Date: 1870  Level: item  Extent: 391 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
The Malicious Injuries section (p.245) refers to a presentment by John Kennedy, Clerk of Riverstown Petty 
Sessions 'compensation for the wilful and malicious tearing and destroying 25 volumes of Acts of 
Parliament and other documents at Riverstown Court House... on the night of the 16th or morning of the 
17th day of May, 1869'.  Further information on this event is not provided other than the claim of £20. 
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Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/37 (ii)  Date: 1870  Level: item  Extent: 380 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Presentments to the Jury include sums for alterations to the County Gaol and for expenses at schools at 
Upton, Glencree, and Rehoboth [section I, pp.9-10]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/38 (i)  Date: 1871  Level: item  Extent: 275 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Transcripts of letter correspondence regards the superannuation of the Matron of County Cork Jail, 
Louisa Renwick, are repoduced in the correspondence pages [section I, after p.14]. This correspondence 
confirms the pension awarded to Miss Renwick, as an illustrative example of the process of awarding 
superannuation (pensions) for public posts. The correspondence section also includes a letter from 
Montague Guest concerning the Private Bill for reconstructing the Blackwater Bridge between Counties 
Cork and Waterford. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/39 (i)  Date: 1872  Level: item  Extent: 380 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
The Malicious Injuries pages contain handwritten ink annotations to state if a presentment was 
rejected or approved, with other alterations including to the total of sums awarded [section II, pp.257-
259]. 
 
Gap in series (1873 missing); GJ/CO/PR/40 non-extant. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/41 (i)  Date: 1874  Level: item  Extent: 560 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Joint volume containing both spring and summer assizes, 1874. Spring assizes for the county at large 
contain a list of the names of Bridewell and Courthouse Keepers at Bandon, Mallow, Bantry, Clonakilty, 
Kanturk, Macroom, Midleton, Skibbereen, Fermoy, Queenstown (Cobh), Charleville, Dunmanway, 
Kinsale, Mitchelstown, and Youghall.  
 
Malicious injury presentments at the summer assizes include the award of £75 to George Purcell, as 
compensation 'for the wilful and malicious destroying [of] a Railway Waggon the property of the Cork 
and Macroom Railway Company [section II, p.257]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/42 (i)  Date: 1875  Level: item  Extent: 280 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Contractors listed for works on the Mail Carriage Roads include:- John Flynn, Patrick Flynn, Redmond 
Donegan, Thomas Dwyer, Daniel Regan, Patrick Donovan and Humphrey Desmond [section I, pp.5-6]. 
 
Reformatories and Industrial Schools awarded sums for the maintenance of children in their care 
include:- Upton Reformatory, Glencree Reformatory, Phillipstown Reformatory, St Joseph's 
Reformatory (Ballinasloe), St Joseph's Reformatory (Limerick), St Nicholas Industrial School, Industrial 
School at Queenstown, Industrial School at Kinsale, St Aloysius at Clonakilty, Training Home Industrial 
School at Cork, and St Finnbar's Industrial School at Cork [section I, pp.10-11]. Each presentment 
includes the value of sum awarded, and the number of children maintained. 
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Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/42 (ii)  Date: 1875  Level: item  Extent: 280 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Printed schedule of presentments granted by the Grand Jury of Judges the Hon. Mr. Justice Keogh, the 
Hon Mr. Justice O'Brien, High Sheriff Lord Viscount Bernard of Castle Bernard, and Under Sheriff Joseph 
B. Johnson, Esq. of Hermitage. Presentments include significant sums to widen the bridge on the road 
from Clonakilty to Dunmanway [presentment 11, p.4]. Surveyor's reports include a discussion on bridge 
provision and requirements for a drawbridge over the Brown's mill river, near Belgooly, and emergency 
repairs to Inniscarra Bridge, the Gothic Bridge near Blarney, and Templemichael Bridge [p.252]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/43 (i)  Date: 1876  Level: item  Extent: 559 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Joint volume containing both spring and summer assizes, 1876. Spring assizes include a breakdown of 
different contributors to pay for a new pier at North or Keeran's Harbour, Cape Clear [p.3]. Printed 
transcripts under the Correspondence heading include letters regards the testing of 'Food or Drugs' by 
the Analyst to the County Cork, and requirements for the Grand Jury to pass bye-laws regards the 
harbour management under the Explosives Act 1875 [p.15]. 
 
Malicious injuries include the transcript of a letter from Hanora O'Leary in respect of the murder of her 
husband Cornelius O'Leary. The murder is attributed on account of his being a water-bailiff responsible 
for enforcing dues on fishing rights and Hanora's application for damages of £1000 [p.257]. 
 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/43 (ii)  Date: 1876  Level: item  Extent: 258 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Printed schedule of presentments granted including:- £4906 19s 11d awarded to the Paymaster-
General for new works at the Cork District Lunatic Asylum [presentment 140, p.10]. Includes also a 
printed list of the various acts of parliament referred to in the Grand Jury presentments [page facing 
index to rear volume]. Laws quoted include that:- 'to authorise the Removal of the Infirmary of the 
County of Cork from the Town of Mallow to the City of Cork'. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/44 (i)  Date: 1877  Level: item  Extent: 531 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Includes a brief report from the City Analyst on the county water supply's quality, 26 Feb 1877 [p.17]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/44 (ii)  Date: 1877  Level: item  Extent: 264 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Information on the administration of the grand jury presentments is given, including:- rules for 
submitting applications, and a notice to be affixed on the doors of all police stations in the parish 
[p.256]. 
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Printed Grand Jury Schedules of Presentments (1877-1898) 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/45 (i)  Date: 1878  Level: item  Extent: 258 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Includes a list of the names of the High Constables for each barony [p.212]. Correspondence includes 
that regarding the rebuilding of the bridge over the River Blackwater near Youghall [p.256], a 
resolution to approve a 'Steam Tramway' in Bandon [p.257], and consideration of an application for a 
dog pound in Douglas [p.258]. 
 
Gap in series (1879 missing); GJ/CO/PR/46 non-extant. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/47 (i)  Date: 1880  Level: item  Extent: 232 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
The Malicious Injuries pages contain a case referring to damage to Laurence Cunningham's furniture 
shop in Market Street, Bandon, 2 Apr 1880 [p.231]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/48 (i)  Date: 1881  Level: item  Extent: 470 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
A list of repair sums for the county courthouses is presented at the County at Large session [p.3]. 
 
 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/49 (i)  Date: 1882  Level: item  Extent: 531 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Malicious injuries includes the presentment for £400 in damages for the burning of two dwelling 
houses at Knockane, Parish of Kilmaclenine, by Charles Purdon Coate [section II, p.250]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/50 (i)  Date: 1883  Level: item  Extent: c 500 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Details on the construction of the Western Bridge, Kinsale [section I, p.251]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/51 (i)  Date: 1884  Level: item  Extent: c 500 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Includes brief mention of a number of different light railway constructions. Detail mentioned is the 
solicitor in charge of the application, the cost, and the length of the railway. Railway presentments 
include:-  
 
(i) Charleville to Broadford 
(ii) Skibbereen, Glandore, and Union Hall 
(iii) Skull to Skibbereen 
(iv) Ballinascarthy to Timoleague 
(v) Bandon to Timoleague 
(vi) Middleton to Cloyne 
(vii) Coachford to Kilcrea 
(viii) Cork to Coachford 
(ix) Kanturk to Newmarket 
(x) Banteer, Kanturk, and Newmarket 
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(xi) Mitchelstown to Fermoy 
(xii) Catletownroche to Mitchelstown 
 
[Light Railways Section, between Spring and Summer Assizes Sections]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/51 (ii)  Date: 1884  Level: item  Extent: c 500 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Contains a resolution to discontinue the division of Drimoleague, with a list of townlands 
transferred to Bantry, Dunmanway, and Skibbereen [inside rear cover]. Includes also 'Tramway 
Reports' by the County Surveyor for:  
 
(i) Kanturk and Newmarket Tramways and Light Railway 
(ii) Schull and Skibbereen Tramway and Light Railway 
(iii) Ballinascarthy and Trimoleague Junction Light Railway 
(iv) Cork and Muskerry Light Railway 
(v) Mitchelstown and Fermoy Light Railway 
(vi) Midleton and Cloyne Tramways 
(vii) Passage West and Carrigaline Light Railway 
(viii) Cork, Douglas, Carrigaline and Crosshaven Tramway or Light Railway 
(ix) Charleville, Broadford and Newcastle Extension Light Railway 
(x) Clonakilty and Rosscarbery Light Railway 
(xi) Skibbereen, Glandore and Union Hall Light Railway 
 
Reports include notes on gradients, lengths, bridges, and consideration of payments of dues from 
the railways or tramways to the Grand Jury. 
The correspondence section includes the matter of the danger of a sunken vessel the 'Plover' at 
Bantry Pier, June 1884. 
 
 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/52 (i)  Date: 1885  Level: item  Extent: c 510 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Brief mention is made of the cost, length, and solicitor for the Cork and Fermoy District Railway 
[after 'Spring Assizes' section].  
 
Malicious injuries include a claim by Ellen Harte, of Ballintubrid East, parish of Mogeesha, for the 
damage to a dwelling-house, barn, stable, and piggery. This case lists also individually lists damages 
to household items such as beds, cutlery, and tablecloths. [Malicious Injuries, Presentment No. 3, 
Spring Assizes 1885]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/53 (i)  Date: 1886  Level: item  Extent: c 510 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Includes letter from an auditor, concerning the share capital of Schull and Skibbereen Tramway and 
Light Railway, including the levies made on the East Division West and West Division East Carbery, 
26 Feb 1886. 
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Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/54 (i)  Date: 1887  Level: item  Extent: c 500 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Malicious Injuries includes damages of £15 requested by Richard Fitz-Herbert Smith for 1.5 acres of 
fir tree plantation at Scarteen, Parish of Clonfert, Duhallow Barony[Presentment 12, Malicious 
Injuries, Summer Assizes, 1887]. 
 
Gap in series (1888 missing); GJ/CO/PR/55 non-extant. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/56 (i)  Date: 1889  Level: item  Extent: c 510 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
County Cork fishing imports are considered in correspondence regards the dues and works to piers:- 
'Herrings whether imported from Scotland or an Irish Port, must pay the same scale of Dues'. 
Statistics are given for tonnage dues on shipping, cost of fishing licences, and wharfage or quayage 
levies, with the view to standardising same on a uniform scale. The role of the Grand Jury in 
appointing a Harbour Constable to enforce the dues is also noted [p.257]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/57 (i)  Date: 1890  Level: item  Extent: c 510 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
The cost of 'Registry Expenses' for the preparations of the parliamentary voters list is recorded. The 
volume also includes a print of the 'Harbour Bye-Laws, Rules etc' for 1889. These bye-laws include 
rules regarding the landing of boats and goods in harbours and on quaysides. Also noted is a list of 
the penalties for breaking same. Railway information includes account statements and also a 
proposal for a 'Light Railway Extension, Bantry Bay' [Spring Assizes]. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/57 (ii)  Date: 1890  Level: item  Extent: 563 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
'Tolls and Dues of Piers from Harbour Constables' contains a list of same from spring 1880 to 
summer 1890 for the following piers:- Ring, Bantry, Castletown, Rosscarbery, Skull, and Union Hall 
[section II, p.253]. 
 
Gap in series (1891-1892 missing); GJ/CO/PR/58-59 non-extant. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/60 (i)  Date: 1893  Level: item  Extent: 667 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Names and salaries are given for the Harbour Constables, County Surveyors, and Coroners 
['Establishment Salaries' section, pp.8-10]. Includes correspondence regards expenses of Cork and 
Muskerry Light Railway [Section II, p.256]. Other correspondence includes blockage of access for 
ships at Castletownberehaven pier [Section II, p.259]. 
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Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/61 (i)  Date: 1894  Level: item  Extent: 680 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Grand Jurors noted include Sir James Laurence Cotter, Baronet, and Sir George St John Colthurst, 
Baronet. Constructions works in the County at Large include a contract from Philip Maher, Michael 
Tracey and William Dunlea to build a bridge over the river Araglyn opposite Gortnaskehy Police 
Barrack [p.3]. A list of pensions or superannuations is given for past staff of the county and barony 
gaols, bridewells, and courthouses [p.11]. 
 
Enclosure: 
A) Handwritten note titled 'Kinsale Barony' concerning 'no evidence of steps near Crosshaven RC 
Church gate'. 
 
Gap in series (1895-1896 missing); GJ/CO/PR/62-63 non-extant. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/64 (i)  Date: 1897  Level: item  Extent: 709 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Auditor reports from the railways disclose net earnings and 'amount to be re-couped by Government 
in aid of levy of Summer Assizes 1897'; for example Cork & Muskerry Co. to pay £623 8s 6d [Section 
II, p.290]. Correspondence includes the County Surveyor reports. One example, from Nat Jackson, 
requesting a salary increase, refers to the '2,500 miles of road under contract', and repair cost of the 
swivel section of the Glandore bridge. 

 

Ref.  GJ/CO/PR/65 (i)  Date: 1898  Level: item  Extent: 732 pages. 
Scope and Content:  
Contains a list of prosecutions against contractors for failing to complete satisfactory works on roads 
and footpaths [p.286]. Other information, presented as a summary list [pages following summer 
assizes], includes: 
 
(i) 'Amount received from Government since 1870': Dog Tax, County Rates on government property, 
and probate duties. 
(ii) 'Loans to Industrial Schools for which the Grand Jury became security' 
(iii) Summary of type and value of all presentments made to the Grand Jury for the period 1860-69, 
for:- roads, crown witness expenses, building or repairing gaols, bridewells, courthouses, 
reformatories, lunatic asylum, county and city infirmary, maintenance of deserted children, 
uncollected arrears, officers salaries and superannuation allowances, coroners, and medical 
witnesses costs. 
 
The Grand Jury also considered the bill proposing their own replacement by the county council. 
Detailed feedback includes suggested amendments, for example, that only literate persons should 
have the ability to vote for elected officials. The Grand Jury's feedback is recorded and presented as a 
report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


