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IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference: IE CCCA/SM8 

Title:  Boyle Sermons 

Level of  

description: fonds 

Date:  [1629] 

Extent:  2 items (32pp and 4pp) 

 

CONTEXT 

Creator: Boyle, Richard, Earl of Cork (1566-1643) 

Biographical/Administrative History: 

Richard Boyle was born in Canterbury, Kent, England, in 1566. After studying law, he travelled to 

Ireland in 1588. In 1595 he married Mary Apsley (d1599) and gained an estate in Cork. He was 

appointed clerk to the Council of Munster in 1600. In 1603 he was knighted, and he remarried, to 

Catherine Fenton. He was appointed privy councillor for Ireland in 1612, and was returned to the 

Irish parliament of 1614 for Lismore. He became Lord Boyle in 1616 and was created first earl of 

Cork in 1620. He was appointed Lord Justice in 1629, jointly heading the Irish government with Adam 

Loftus until Lord Deputy Wentworth's arrival in 1633. In 1631 he was appointed Lord Treasurer of 

Ireland. Many of his estates were overrun during the 1641 rebellion, but were later recovered. He 

died in 1643, and is buried at the Collegiate Church of St Mary's in Youghal. 

Boyle acquired huge estates, including Walter Raleigh's estate around Youghal and Lismore, and the 

town and lands of Bandon. He played a role in the establishment of the towns of Bandon and 

Clonakilty, and pioneered the development of many industries in Ireland. Known as the Great Earl of 

Cork, he is regarded as the most successful and influential of the English settlers or colonists to come 

to Munster during the reign of Elizabeth I. His children include Richard, 2nd earl of Cork and 1st earl 

of Burlington; Roger, 1st earl of Orrery; Francis, 1st earl of Shannon; Mary, Countess of Warwick; and 

Robert Boyle, the noted scientist. 

Archival History: 

The sermons may have been written by Richard Boyle, bishop of Cork 1620-38, a cousin of the earl 

[see 'Scope and Content']. The references to Boyle at 'the helme of this kingdome' and as Lord 

Justice may suggest they were written in 1629, around the time of his appointment to that office. 

These items may have been deposited in CCCA in the 1970s, but there is no documentation. 
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CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Scope and Content:   

Two sermons or addresses, the first explicitly directed to Richard Boyle, the second evidently also 

directed to him, both from his chaplain. Both are in secretary hand, although the second is in a more 

miniscule hand, and is unsigned. Both documents are partially stained, and are fragile. 

1. Sermon or address, 'To the right Honourable Richard, Lord Boyle, Earle of Corke, one of the Lords 

Justices of the Kingdom of Ireland'. The first two pages contain a salutation, followed by a lengthy 

essay on Matthew 6.33 'But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness'. There are many 

marginal notes in english, latin, greek and [hebrew]. The salutation is signed 'Yr devoted chaplaine', 

but with the name crossed out. However, under the name, also crossed out, 'St Barrie's' seems to be 

written. This may indicate the author is Richard Boyle, a cousin of the earl, bishop of Cork from 1620 

to 1638. 32pp 

2. Sermon or letter, directed to 'Right Honourable' [name omitted] and signed 'Your Lordship's most 

humble servant and most bounden chaplaine' [name omitted]. The text is untitled and begins 'Let 

the world admire your justice, wisdom, meekness, temperance, let king and country for that, and 

your other vertues, thinke you the only fitt man, in these destracted tymes, to sitt at the helme of 

this kingdome'. The essay's main subject is evidently the sabbath. Extensive marginal notes are 

mainly in latin, with many scriptural citations. 4pp 

A loose, otherwise blank page, possibly formerly part of SM8/2, has the name 'Richard Boyle' written 

in one corner, lightly scored over. 

These documents shed some light on the religious outlook of Boyle and his circle, and on Irish 

protestantism and its relationships with powerful figures such as Boyle at a key point in the political 

advance of protestant English settlers in Ireland in the former half of the seventeenth century. 

Subjects: 

Boyle, Richard, Earl of Cork (1566-643) 

Boyle, Richard, bishop [1544-1645] 

Religion 

Protestantism 

Seventeenth Century 

 

CONDITIONS OF ACCESS AND USE 

Conditions Governing Access: 

Open by appointment to all holding a current reader's ticket 

Conditions Governing Reproduction: 

Subject to Rules Governing Reproduction of Records at CCCA 

Language: 

English, Latin 
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Physical /Technical Requirements: 

Fragile, some staining 

 

Finding Aids:  

Descriptive List 

Related Units of Description: 

Reference Description Other 

U133 An Irish Banquet at Youghal Related Collection 

 

RULES /CONVENTIONS USED 

ISAD(G) 
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