
 

 

 
Index to Council Books of the Corporation of Cork 

Ref.   IE CCCA/U11 

Sub-series Level Description 

Cork City and County Archives 

 

Identity Statement 
 

Reference Code:  IE CCCA/U11 

Title:  Index to the Council Books of the Corporation of Cork 

Dates:  1710-1841 

Level of description:  Sub-series 

Extent: Original index: 322pp (pp1-18 not present); Typescript 
'Transcription and Extension': 636pp (8 folders) 

Context 

Creator(s) 
1. Cork Corporation (now Cork City Council) 

2. O’Shea, John J, Historian (d1972) 

Archival History 
A note attached to the index [by CJF McCarthy, Cork Archives Council] reads: 'This unique index to the Council 
Books of Cork was salvaged from some fire - perhaps the City Hall in 1920. It was subsequently acquired by 
John J O'Hea [sic], Historian, who made extensive use of the text. On Mr O'Shea's death in 1972, he 
bequeathed the book to Mr CJF McCarthy, who in 1978 presented the book to the Cork Archives Institute' [now 
Cork City and County Archives]. The note refers to the loss of original Council minute books, primarily in the fire 
at Cork Courthouse in 1891, and later in the City Hall fire of December 1920. All volumes for the periods 1608-
43, 1690-1900 were destroyed, except that for 1710-32. A printed edition of the Council Book of the 
Corporation of Cork, edited by Richard Caulfield (Guildford, 1876), reproduces, in edited form, the minutes for 
1608-43, 1690 to 1800. O'Shea evidently used the published Council Book to add 'extensions' or futher 
information, including dates, to his transcription of the index. O'Shea's 'Transcription and Extension' was 
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prepared in the 1950s. An Alphabetical List of Freemen 1710-1841, based on the Index, with admission dates 
added by O'Shea, may be viewed on CCCA's website: www.corkarchives.ie. 

 

Administrative / Biographical History 
 

Cork Historian John J O'Shea did extensive work on editing and adding to the index of minutes of Cork 
Corporation for the period 31 October 1710 to 25 October 1841. This latter date marked the final meeting 
before the coming into effect of the Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Act, 1840, which reformed the 
corporation, notably removing the power to admit freemen and widening the franchise, leading to increased 
Catholic representation. Before this, the Corporation was much less democratic and had been dominated by 
members of the Established Church of Ireland. 

Two unpublished works by O'Shea form part of this collection: his 'Transcription and Extension' of the index, 
and his 'Alphabetical List of Freeman of the City of Cork', also drawn from the index. 

Content & Structure  
  

Scope & Content 
U11/1 
Ms Index to Council Books of Cork Corporation [1710-184]. The index consists of an alphabetical subject index, 
with some additional information, particularly dates, added in pencil (by John O'Shea, historian). Pages 1-18 are 
not present. Pages 47 to 244 contain, under 'Freemen', an 'Alphabetical List of Admissions of Freemen from 
31st October 1710 to 25th October 1841, being the last assembly of the Council as constituted previous to the 
coming into operation in this Borough of the Act 3 & 4 Victoria Cap. 108. where the power of admitting 
Freemen, except by right, ceased, with their style or occupation so far as they appear in the Council Books'. 
Additions in pencil [by O'Shea], note dates of admission. Throughout the volume, many of the entries contain 
further information on the subject addressed (by the original indexer). Some dates attached to these entries 
suggest the index continued later than 1841. The first index term occurring is 'Bulke' [1724 re City Walls], the 
last being 'Woollen Manufactures' (1739). 
Index terms include 'Common Speakers' [giving names and dates of speakers], 'Council' [referring to dates and 
membership of new Councils], Lords Lieutenant of Ireland (names, 1728-1841), Mayors (names, 1710-1841), 
Recorders (1712-1808) [incomplete], Sheriffs (names, 1710-1841). 
Other terms include [eg]: 'Bye Laws' (1721-86), 'Christ Church' (1718-59),  'Collar of SS and Chains' (1755-87), 
'Entertainments' (1714-1836),  'Levellers' (1762),  'Pipe Water' (1739-73), 'Protestant Stranger' (1710-1830), 
'Strolling Beggars' (1762), 'Tholsel Court' (1710-46). 
 
 

http://www.corkarchives.ie/
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U11/2 
Typescript, 'A Transcription and Extension of an Index of the Council Books of the Corporation of Cork from 
31st October 1710 to 25th October 1841', By John J O'Shea, [195?]. There is a Preface by O'Shea, and an 
editorial note explaining pagination. O'Shea notes 'Old Volume' pages as per the Index and 'New Volume' 
based on Caulfield's 'Council Book'. O'Shea routinely supplements the transcription from the index with 
information derived from Caulfield, resulting in a longer, more detailed version rather than a true copy. Other 
lists and information on mayors, Corporation officers, and freemen, and on other matters, follows the Index. 
The typescript is arranged into 8 folders. 
Folder 1 (pp1-82) contains contents, title page, preface and note, and index entries, with additional 
information, from 'Bulke' to Freemen' [not including the list of freemen]. 
Folder 2 (pp83-162) begins with an additional title page: 'Alphabetical List of Freemen of the City of Cork. With 
Date of Admission...' (1710-1841), by O'Shea [based on the Index and Caulfield]. Contains entries 'Abbott' to 
'Fortesque'. 
Folder 3 (pp163-251) contains continuation of the List of Freemen, 'Forward' to 'Perry'. 
Folder 4 (pp252-339) contains continuation of the List of Freemen, 'Persse' to 'Young' (pp252-313), and Index 
entries 'Free School and Church' to 'Judges of Assize'. 
Folder 5 (pp340-408) contains Index entries 'Judges of Assize' to 'Potatoe Dock' [sic]. 
Folder 6 (pp409-487) contains Index entries 'Potatoe Dock' to 'Woollen Manufactures' (pp409-79), and a list of 
Provosts, Mayors and Lord mayors of Cork from 1199 to 1645 and 1656 to 1955 (pp480-85), and a list of 
Propositors, Bayliffs and Sheriffs of Cork City, 1199 to 1645, and 1656 to 1920 (pp485-89). 
Folder 7 (pp488-573) contains last two pages of preceding list, Roll of the Hon. Burgesses of the City of Cork 
(1887 to 1955; pp490-92), Freemen Admitted from 1800 to 1841 (pp494-573 
Folder 8 (pp575-636) 'The Honorary Freemen of Cork, 1690 - 1946', MV Conlon, from Journal of the Cork 
Historical and Archaeological Society, Vol LII (1947), pp74-85 (pp575-577); Freemen Admitted from 1 July 1609 
to 21 October 1710, in chronological order (pp578-610) and alphabetical order (pp611-632) [derived from 
Caulfield]; Legal and Other Terms (definitions, pp633-35); Reckonings of the Year in Various Styles (Past and 
Present) [calendars] (p636). 
Although the loss of Cork Corporation minutes in the fires of 1891 and 1920 has done irreparable harm to the 
city's historical record,the present Index, and O'Shea's edition with additional information, do much to 
compensate for this lack. O'Shea draws heavily on Caulfield's 'Council Book', but the Index itself is an original 
record, apparently prepared at the end of the period which it covers, and is of particular value for the period 
from 1800 to 1841 not covered by Caulfield. O'Shea's edited version of the List of Freemen is a useful research 
tool, and his wedding of information from Caulfield with Index entries provides a deft amalgamation of the two 
main sources for Council history in this period. The collection is of interest to those studying the development 
of local government in Cork, the operations of the pre-1840 Corporation, the city's mayors and officials, leading 
personages, the city's buildings, and notable events in this long, key period in Cork's history. 
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Conditions of Access & Use  
 

Access: Open by appointment to those holding a current readers ticket 

Language:  English 

Finding Aids:  Descriptive List 

Allied Materials: 
  

Related Material: 
 

CCCA:  

CP/CO/M Cork City Council (formerly Cork Corporation) Minutes, 1710-32; 1901-91 

Elsewhere: 

Publication: Caulfield, R (ed), The Council Book of the Corporation of the City of Cork, 1608-1643, 1690-
  1800 (Guildford, 1876) 

Rules or Conventions Used: 
ISADG 

Tags/ Index Terms 
Local Government 

Local Government, Reform 

Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Act, 1840 

Cork City, development of 

Eighteenth Cebtury Cork 

Nineteenth Century Cork 

Protestant Ascendancy 

City Walls, Cork 
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Town Planning 

Architecture 

Trade 

 

Archivists Note: 
 

Timmy O Connor  
Local Government Archivist, CCCA 
November 2012 
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