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IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference: IE CCCA/U207 

Title:  Pauline Henley Correspondence with and regarding Terence MacSwiney (Copies) 

Level of  
description: file 

Date:  1916-1922 

Extent:  16 items 

 

CONTEXT 

Creator: MacSwiney, Terence (1879-1920), Lord Mayor of Cork. 

Biographical/Administrative History: 

Terence MacSwiney: 
Terence MacSwiney was born in Cork in 1879. His interests in Irish history, culture, and language, led 
to him becoming a writer. In 1901 he was a founding member of the Celtic Literary Society, and in 
1908 he co-founded, with Daniel Corkery, the Cork Dramatic Society, which produced many of his 
plays. MacSwiney also published poetry and essays. Increasingly drawn to Republican politics, he 
was a founding member of the Cork Branch of the Irish Volunteers, and stayed with its 'separatist' 
wing when it split in 1914. MacSwiney became second in command of the Cork No 1 Brigade. The 
brigade obeyed Eoin McNeill's orders to stand down on the eve of the 1916 Rising, but MacSwiney 
was troubled ever after by Cork's 'failure' to participate. He served time in several UK prisons in 
1916-17, and married Muriel Murphy while interned in Bromyard. In the 1918 General Election he 
was returned for Mid-Cork, and took his seat for Sinn Fein in the First Dail Eireann. He carried out 
much organisational work and raised funds for the Dail Loan, organised nationally by Michael Collins, 
Minister for Finance. Following the murder of Tomas MacCurtain, Lord Mayor of Cork, on 20 March 
1920, MacSwiney became commander of the Cork No 1 Brigade and Lord Mayor of Cork. He was 
arrested in City Hall and subsequently convicted on 16 August for possession of seditious materials 
and a cipher key. He began a hunger strike which drew international attention.  He died on 25 
October 1920, after 74 days. His essays were collected in 'Principles of Freedom' (1921), which 
inspired many political leaders, including Nehru and Gandhi. 
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Pauline Henley: 

Pauline Henley (1883-1973) was a teacher and historian. She worked in the History Department of 
University College Cork, and is best known for her work on early modern Ireland and Edmund 
Spenser, including 'Spenser in Ireland' (Cork 1928). 

Archival History: 
Copies deposited in 1977 by T Henley. It is likely that Pauline Henley held a copy rather than the 
original of U207/15, from MacSwiney to O'Hegarty. 

 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Scope and Content:   
Copies of correspondence of Pauline Henley, including eight letters from Terence MacSwiney. The 
earliest item is a letter from the Home Office to Miss Henley regarding permission to visit 
MacSwiney (21 July 1916, U207/1). This is followed by MacSwiney's letters, from October 1916 to 
July 1918, most of which are from prison or internment, and are mainly personal and descriptive, 
rather than strongly political (U207/2-9). U207/10-13 are from the period of MacSwiney's hunger 
strike, and include two letters from Annie [MacSwiney, Terence's sister]. U207/14 is from 'Mise' ['Ms 
McSwiney': Mary MacSwiney, sister and Sinn Fein TD], in Mountjoy Prison, and refers to Annie. The 
final item is by MacSwiney, to 'Sean', [Sean O'Hegarty, Cork Volunteers and Cork No 1 Brigade 
colleague], bidding farewell from 'your old comrade' (Brixton, 24 September 1920; U207/15). Copies 
of fronts of four envelopes also present (U207/16). 

The earlier letters illustrate MacSwiney's personality and friendship with Henley, and provide 
interesting information on his time in prison and internment. The later letters shed light on his final 
days on hunger strike, and the activities and feelings of family and friends. It is noteworthy that 
Henley continued to correspond with 'Mise' (Mary MacSwiney; U207/14) in prison. Terence 
MacSwiney's farewell letter to 'Sean', the only item not addressed to Henley, is touching in its simple 
warmth. This small but intimate collection of letters is an important source for study of MacSwiney 
and his family and circle. 

System of Arrangement: 
Chronological (letters to Henley; U207/15, MacSwiney to 'Sean', placed at end, followed by copies of 
envelopes) 

Subjects: 
 

MacSwiney, Terence (Lord Mayor of Cork 

Henley, Pauline (Historian) 

MacSwiney, Mary (Sinn Fein TD) 

O’Hegarty, Sean (O/C, Cork No 1 Brigade, IRA) 
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Lord Mayors of Cork 

War of Independence (Ireland) 

Republican Politics, 1913-23 

Hunger Strikes 

Twentieth century Cork 

Cultural Societies, Cork 

Literature 

CONDITIONS OF ACCESS AND USE 

Conditions Governing Access: 
Open by appointment to all holding a current Reader's Ticket 

Conditions Governing Reproduction: 
Subject to Rules Governing Reproduction of Records at CCCA 

Language: 
English 

Physical ?Technical Requirements: 
Photocopies 
 

Finding Aids:  
Descriptive List 

 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Existence and Location of Originals:  
Originals believed to be held privately by donor. 

Existence and Location of Copies:  
 

Related Units of Description: 

Reference Description Other 
SM759 Terence MacSwiney Letters 

1917-18 (to Fred Murray) 
 

SM806 Terence MacSwiney Letter from 
Richmond Barracks 

 

PR4 Terence MacSwiney 1920 files  
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Publication Note:  

U207/15 published extensively, eg, in Moirin Chavasse, Terence MacSwiney (Dublin, 1961), p175 
 

Digital Reference: 
 

 

RULES /CONVENTIONS USED: 
ISAD(G) 

 

ARCHIVISTS NOTE: 

Prepared by: Timmy O Connor, Local Government Archivist 

Date: February 2013 
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Descriptive List 
 

Reference: U207/01 

Title:  Letter from ML Waller, Home Office, to Pauline Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  21 July 1916 

Extent:  1p 

Scope and  
Content:  Typescript Letter from ML Waller, Home Office, Whitehall, to Pauline Henley, St 
Mary's Convent, Berwick-on-Tweed, stating, on behalf of the Secretary of State, that her application 
for a permit to visit MacSwiney should be made to the Governor of Reading Prison. 

 

 

Reference: U207/02 

Title:  Letter from Terence MacSwiney to Pauline Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  1 October 1916 

Extent:  2pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Ms letter from Terence MacSwiney to Pauline Henley, thanking her for her 
'"snapapple night" present' of confectionery, adding 'I suppose I ought not tempt you to abandon 
the high vocation of teaching'. He refers to a neighbour inmate called Tomas and to the prison 
quarter master. 

 

 

Reference: U207/03 

Title:  Letter from MacSwiney to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  5 October 1916 
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Extent:  2pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from MacSwiney to Henley, referring to her 'fantastical' stories, and to the 
rumour he is getting married. He mentions his sisters Annie and Mary. He refers to a 'soothsayer' in 
the prison who predicts a funeral, and says of himself 'already I'm looking cadaverous'.  He 
concludes 'But this is very cold jesting for a condemned man', and asks her to pray for 'your well-
meaning but unlucky friend'. 

 

 

Reference: U207/04 

Title:  Letter from MacSwiney to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  16 October 1916 

Extent:  2pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from MacSwiney to Henley, acknowledging the safe receipt of 'your 
introduction', and stating that he is writing 'feverishly', adding 'let my vile writing testify to the 
height of the fever'. He refers to her cousin's husband. He notes 'certain official busybodies are 
prying into your principal's letters'. 

 

 

Reference: U207/05 

Title:  MacSwiney to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  29 November 1916 

Extent:  1p 

Scope and  
Content:  Leter frrom MacSwiney to Henley, thanking her for hers of 18 November, and 
complimenting her 'artists touch' in her descriptions of people. He refers to an enclosure: '(relying 
on your good will to give her the enclosed)'. 
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Reference: U207/06 

Title:  MacSwiney to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  19 December 1916 

Extent:  2pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from MacSwiney to Henley, 'Just a line for Xmas'. He states 'Your stories are 
so good Pauline, I'm delighted to hear they're inexhaustable'. He refers to his own efforts to write 
stories. He sympatises in her difficulties learning Irish. He concludes by thanking her 'for all the light-
hearted epistles'. The envelope is copied, and is addressed to Henley at 9 Minerva Terrace, College 
Road, Cork. 

 

 

Reference: U207/07 

Title:  MacSwiney to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  1 March 1917 (24 March 1917) 

Extent:  6pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from MacSwiney, c/o Mrs Goodman, Flaggoner's Green, Bromyard, 
Worcester, to Henley, lamenting 'that Friday evening's feast of song and music that never came off', 
as he was in a cell in Arbour Hill prison. He explains what a biscuit is (a 'contrivance' that 'does duty 
for a bed. You do see queer things in jails Pauline - and I've had some experience'). He describes the 
'present adventure' of himself [and other internees], and the Provost Marshall's attempts to 
complete deportation orders for them. MacSwiney breaks off the letter and resumes it on 24 March. 
They were transported to the UK in the mail boat and taken to Shrewsbury, where there was 
confusion over their presence. They were moved to Hereford town, where they were separated, 
MacSwiney and another being sent to Bromyard, 'a small place of quiet peaceful people and not a 
soldier to protect them! We were the sensation of the year'. He adds that they got invitations to tea, 
including one from a lady with an eligible daughter 'but tragic to relate we're not eligible, if fact 
we're so recently ineligible both of us!'. 
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Reference: U207/08 

Title:  MacSwiney to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  22 June 1917 

Extent:  2pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from MacSwiney, Dublin, to Henley, thanking her for her present and 
congratulations [on his wedding]. He adds that they are on their way home and will see her soon. 
The envelope is copied, and is addressed to Henley at St Ita's, Belgrave Place, Cork. 

 

 

Reference: U207/09 

Title:  Letter from MacSwiney to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  2 July 1918 

Extent:  2pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from MacSwiney to Henley, thanking her for her charming letter, adding 'you 
are indeed lost as a letter writer in this luckless generation'. He notes 'You touch on the perfections 
of my daughter!'. He mentions his jailers and that he is writing 'sub poena'. The envelope is copied 
and is directed to Henley 'By Hand'. 

 

 

Reference: U207/10 

Title:  Card from 'Eithne' to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  26 August 1920 
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Extent:  1p 

Scope and  
Content:  Card from 'Eithne' to Henley, 9 Minerva Terrace, College Road, Cork, referring to 
visits to see Terence by herself and Muriel [his wife]. She states that the bishop saw him this 
morning: 'mentally extraordinarily alert but of course growing weaker'. She is to meet Miss Neenan 
and Crawford later, and notes it is 'very difficult to get news of other prisons', adding 'Charlie moved 
last Friday to Pentonville'. She reports that during yesterday's visit Fred said to Terence 'Keep your 
heart up', to which he replied 'That's always up'. 

 

 

Reference: U207/11 

Title:  Telegram to 'MacSwiney, Belgrave Place, Cork' 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  29 August 1920 

Extent:  1p 

Scope and  
Content:  Telegram describing MacSwiney's condition, stating 'doctor says end may come any 
time'., and adding [he] 'does not think of release feels death may be better greets and thanks all'. 
Directed from MacSwiney to MacSwiney. 

 

 

Reference: U207/12 

Title:  Letter from Annie [MacSwiney] to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  21-25 September 1920 

Extent:  6pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from Annie [MacSwiney], 3 Adam St, Adelphi Strand, London, to Henley, 
noting it is the fortieth day of Terence's hunger strike, and reporting his words 'I never thought it 
could drag on so long'. She breaks off the letter and resumes on 22 September, then again on the 
23rd.She says 'Today a doctor of our own is coming to see Terry'. Sir Norman Moore has been 
suggested, and they hope to get more information from an independent doctor. She notes that the 



Pauline Henley-Terence MacSwiney Correspondence IE CCCA/U207 
 

Cork City and County Archives 2013  Page 10 of 11 
 

press is informed of his condition every two hours. She discusses her own feelings, stating 'the whole 
thing is extraordinary'. She reports on visitors and news from home. She states 'St Ita's is doing 
splendidly. 90 pupils at the new fees is excellent for a start' [St Ita's school, founded by Mary and 
Annie MacSwiney in 1916]. She says there should be a [teaching] place there for Pauline next year. 
The letter is again broken off and resumed on 25 September. She reports that Sir Norman will not 
give 'any indication of the end', saying 'all medicine was experience & they never had a case like this 
before'. 

 

 

Reference: U207/13 

Title:  Letter from Annie [MacSwiney] to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  [August-September 1920] 

Extent:  6pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from Annie [MacSwiney], 'Saturday', to Henley, thanking her for her 'beautiful 
letter' and telling her of Terry's condition and visits by his wife and family. Annie expresses her 
conviction he will be released. She reports that the doctor contradicted a Daily Express article 
headed 'Is he being fed in secret?'. She also discussed what should happen should Terry become 
unconscious. She notes that a wire from the hunger strikers in Cork Gaol has been received. In a post 
script, Annie relates that Tery refused to touch Lourdes Water pastilles sent to him.She reports that 
Fred and John went down to Winchester. She refers to the hunger strike in Wormwood Scrubbs 
which lasted twenty-two days [which may suggest MacSwiney's hunger strike has not yet lasted this 
long, and that the letter may date from late August/early September] 

 

 

Reference: U207/14 

Title:  Letter from 'Mise' [Mary MacSwiney] to Henley 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  16 November 1922 

Extent:  1p 
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Scope and  
Content:  Letter from 'Mise' [Mary MacSwiney, Mountjoy, to Henley, 6 Springfield Road, 
Belfast, thanking her for hers, and stating 'my only trouble is lest I should last as long as Terry did' 
[ie, on hunger strike]. She asks Henley to write often to Annie 'for I can see clearly that it has not 
even begun to dawn on her that this may end fatally'. Concludes 'Write to me again. Fond love. 
Mise', but the remainder of the letter is in another hand, and reference is made to 'having a 
secretary'. 

 

 

Reference: U207/15 

Title:  Letter from Terence MacSwiney to 'Sean' [Sean O'Hegarty] 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  24 September 1920 

Extent:  2pp 

Scope and  
Content:  Letter from MacSwiney to 'Sean', opening 'A last line in case I dont return'. He recalls 
their first drill together 'under Godwin', and to their 'good work for the Republic'. He wishes him 'a 
long life under the free Republic', signing off 'Your old Comrade, Terry'. 

 

 

Reference: U207/16 

Title:  Envelopes, Pauline Henley Letters 

Level of  
description: item 

Date:  1916-20 

Extent:  4 envelopes 

Scope and  
Content:  Copies of envelopes addressed to Henley. These include three directed to 9 Minerva 
Terrace, College Road, Cork, the first two of which appear to be from MacSwiney, the first date-
stamped 19 October 1916 [possibly contained U207/4] and the second stamped 'Bromyard', '25 MR' 
[possibly U207/7]. The third, in another hand, is stamped from London, 28 August 1920 [possibly 
U207/10]. The remaining two items are directed to Henley at St Mary's Training College, Falls Road, 
Belfast [possibly from Annie MacSwiney, U207/12 and U207/13] 
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