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Identity Statement 

 

Reference Code: IE CCCA U.336/1 

Title: Midleton Charter 

Dates: 10 June 1670 (1784) 

Level of Description: Item 

Extent: 33pp 

 

Context 

Creator 
Midleton Estate (Broderick family) 

Archival History 
Donated by Prof. John A. Murphy of University College Cork. 

Biographical / Administrative History 
Sir St John Brodrick settled at Midleton, between Cork and Youghal in 1641. His son Alan Brodrick 

(1660–1728), Speaker of the Irish House of Commons and Lord Chancellor of Ireland, was created 

Baron Brodrick in 1715 and Viscount Midleton in 1717 in the Irish peerage. The ancestral seat of the 

Broderick family was Peper Harrow near Godalming, Surrey, England. 

Content and Structure 

Scope and Content 

MS. copy of Charles the 2nd Charter to Sir St.John Broderick, Knight, of the Manor of 

Midleton, in the baronies of Imokilly, Barrymore, Fermoy, and Orrery. Lists the various lands 

and properties and parks within the Manor, and lists various powers given to Broderick, such 



as; authority given to hold Courts Leet, Courts Baron and a Court of Record, to keep a prison, 

and to act as Clerk of the Market. The free town and borough of Midleton to have a 'body 

Pollitick and corporate' to consist of a Sovereign, 2 Bailiffs and 12 Burgesses. William 

Hutching is appointed free burgess and 1st Sovereign of the town. Other burgesses and bailiffs 

also listed. Freemen may also be admitted, a Common Seal used, a common hall or Tholsell 

built for meetings of the corporation and guilds, and byelaws may be passed. Broderick and his 

heirs to have the power to appoint the Recorder and Town Clerk. Sovereign and Bailiffs to be 

elected annually on the Thursday after the Feast of St.James the Apostle, or 3 days following 

the death or removal of the Sovereign. Oath of Recorder given, 'I shall be a true Leige Man to 

our Sovereign Lord the King...and true to the franchises of the sd. Town of Middleton...and 

truely obey the Sovereign of the sd. town in all things Lawfull...' (p23). Oath of Bailiffs, oath of 

the Freemen. Sovereign or deputy to act as coroner. Sovereign, Bayliffs and Burgesses to elect 

2 of their members to Parliament. Guild of Staple Mercatory to be formed in the same manner 

as the City of Dublin. 

Note at end 'The above was copied Verbatim from a Copy attested as above by the Revd. 

Verney Lovett, Dublin, Saturday February the 7th 1784'. Bound volume. 
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