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Identity Statement 
 

 

Reference Code:  IE CCCA/U6 
 
Title:  

 
Murphy Baldwin Correspondence 

 
Dates:  

 
1796-1853 

 
Level of description:  

 
Fonds 

 
Extent: 

 
41 items 

 

Context 

Creator(s) 
Murphy Family, Ballymore, Co Tipperary (1689-1853) 

Archival History 
Xerox copies of family documents presented by Miss Sheila Murphy to Cork County Library, from where they 
were later transferred to Cork Archives Council in 1972.  

Administrative / Biographical History 
The Baldwin family of Cahir and the Murphys of Ballymore, near Carrick-on-Suir, were prominent members of 
the Catholic middle class of south Tipperary in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, and were 
part of the social circle of Charles Bianconi (1786-1875), the transport pioneer. The Baldwins owned a tannery 
in Cahir, while the Murphys moved to South Tipperary from Co Kilkenny in 1689 and came to farm lands at 
Ballymore1. 

The families were united when Mick Murphy of Ballymore married Biddy, daughter of John Baldwin [died 
c1819]. This John Baldwin had a brother James, who served for a time as private secretary to the Duke of 
Bedfordshire, a son John Junior who served in Wellington’s army in Spain and Portugal, and later served in 
Columbia, and a daughter Mary Anne. Mary Anne lived with her sister Biddy Murphy and her husband Mick at 
Ballymore after her father’s death, and was apparently provided for by Bianconi while attending the Ursuline 
School in Waterford. Thomas Baldwin would appear to have been a brother of the elder John, while Edmund 
                                                           
1 Bianconi, M.O’C. and Watson, SJ, Bianconi, King of the Irish Roads (Dublin, 1962), p29 
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was a younger son, brother to John Junior and Mary Anne, as well as to Eliza, another sister. John Baldwin 
Murphy, a Dublin based lawyer, was evidently the son of Biddy and Mick Murphy. His brothers Daniel and 
Michael emigrated to the United States in 1849. 

The Murphy and Baldwin families were connected by marriage and friendship to many other prominent 
Tipperary and Suir Valley families, including the Burkes of Braenor, and the Ryans, Everards, and Minikins of 
Cashel. A Dr Edmond Murphy, evidently descended from the Ballymore family, married Elizabeth Clanchy, the 
daughter to TJ Clanchy, the prominent Cork butter merchant and nationalist figure, in 1899. Their daughter 
Sheila gathered together the documents which make up the related collections IE CCCA/U6 (Murphy-Baldwin 
Correspondence), IE CCCA/U76 (Murphy Papers, Ballymore, Co Tipperary), and IE CCCA/PR11 (Papers of TJ 
Clanchy (d1897) & Family). 

Content & Structure  
  

Scope & Content 
The present collection covers three generations of Baldwins and Murphys, from the older John Baldwin [died 
c1819] to his grandson John Baldwin Murphy, to whom the latest items present, letters from Bianconi from 
1853, are addressed. The letters cover a range of subjects, but by far the most recurring is the financial 
difficulties encountered by family members attempting to establish themselves in the world, or to support 
their family and its respectability in the face of economic hardship. The letters of James Baldwin, brother of 
John, document his efforts to find a position in English society, culminating in his securing a secretaryship with 
the Duke of Bedfordshire at Woburn Abbey but having to travel there ‘without even a change of linen’ (U6/8). 
John Baldwin’s own financial problems created difficulties, with his son Edmund being obliged to give up his 
property to allow income for himself and his sisters to be provided (U6/25). Commissions and other expenses 
for his son John Junior’s military career also weighed heavily (U6/12). His daughter Mary Anne was taken in by 
her sister Biddy Murphy and her husband Mick following her father’s death, and her place as a pupil at the 
Ursuline School in Waterford seems to have been paid for by Bianconi (U6/30, 34). 

John Baldwin Junior’s military career saw him serve in the British army in Spain and Portugal during the 
Peninsular War, while he later served in Columbia, where he lost his brother James and suffered imprisonment 
and injuries from which he never fully recovered. Financial difficulties including the extravagance of his wife led 
to his returning to Columbia in later years, taking his similarly unfortunate brother Edmond with him. (U6/14-
24) 

Bianconi’s letters to Mary Anne Baldwin show his affection and concern for her and the Baldwin and Murphy 
families (U6/30-35). This warmth of feeling persists in his later letters to John Baldwin Murphy, which make 
reference to Bianconi’s acquisition of property in Ireland, and to political developments in Ireland and Italy 
(U6/36-40). 
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The letters to John Baldwin Murphy from his brothers Michael and Daniel in America, while optimistic in tone, 
are poignant as well as informative in their depiction of settler and emigrant life and the hardships involved 
(U6/27-29). 

The collection also contains letters by other family members, including Mary Anne Baldwin, Thomas Baldwin, 
and John Ryan, a family friend (U6/41). William Bourk (Burke) of Braenor, brother-in-law to the elder John and 
James Baldwin (married to their sister Biddy), and Mick Murphy of Ballymore, husband of Biddy Baldwin (sister 
of John Junior, Edmund, Mary Anne, and Eliza), are important correspondents. 

Taken together, the letters present an insight into the social and economic milieu of a prominent, respectable, 
but financially distressed Catholic family at the turn of the nineteenth century, with much incidental detail on 
Irish politics, Irish and British society, the Napoleonic wars, South American conflict, and emigrant experience. 
Aspects of Bianconi’s private life are also documented in this small but significant collection. 

 

System of Arrangement 
The arrangement was revised as part of the 2012 review of the collection, meaning the earlier arrangement 
and numbering is no longer in force. The letters have been grouped by writer, with the letters of the oldest 
generation represented, that of James and John Baldwin, placed at the start, followed by the letters of John’s 
children, and then letters of his grandchildren. These are followed by letters by family friends Charles Bianconi 
and John Ryan. 

I James Baldwin    1788-1797 (10 items) 

II John Baldwin    1796-1812 (2 items) 

III Thomas Baldwin   1797 (1 item) 

IV John Baldwin Junior   1811-1822 (11 items) 

V Edmund Baldwin   1819 (1 item) 

VI Mary Anne Baldwin   [1819] (1 item) 

VII Daniel J and Michael Murphy  1849 (3 items) 

VIII Charles Bianconi   1819-1853 (11 items) 

IX John Ryan    1823 (1 item) 
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Conditions of Access & Use  
 

Access: Open by appointment to those holding a current readers ticket 

 

Language:  English 

 

Finding Aids:  Descriptive List 

 

Physical/Tech Requirements:  

 

Allied Materials: 
  

Related Material: 

 

CCCA:  

U76 Murphy Papers, Ballymore, Co Tipperary 

PR11 Papers of TJ Clanchy (d.1897) & Family 

Elsewhere: 

Rules or Conventions Used: 
ISADG 

Archivist’s Note: 
 

Timmy O Connor 

Local Government Archivist, CCCA 

January 2012 
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Descriptive List of Items 
 

I James Baldwin (1788-1797) 

i Receipt, 1796 
 
1. 29 November 1796 
 

Receipt by James Baldwin acknowledging a legacy of Twenty Pounds from the executors of Mrs Bridget 
Baldwin [his mother], by the payment of Edmund Baldwin [his brother]. 1p [U6/1] 

 

ii Letters to William and Biddy Bourk (nee Baldwin, sister of James), 1796-97 
 
2. 23 December 1788 
 

Letter from James Baldwin, London, to ‘My Dear Brother’, regarding their mother’s bad state of health 
and other family affairs. He states that he is ‘thoroughly reconciled to the arrangement your letter 
mentions respecting the lands’, and expresses hope for ‘the redemption of our affairs’. He states that 
he is to sail to Jamaica on the Windsor Castle, and is to carry several letters on behalf of persons with 
interests there. He adds that he is desired on landing to write to a man (with Spanish connections) 
‘who has sufficient interest to obtain an employment for me there under government in case of 
disappointment in the mercantile line’. He refers briefly before closing to lime kiln fields in Cahir, ‘the 
girls changing their place of residence’, and ‘my dear boy’. 2pp [U6/1] 

 
3. 3 September 1795 
 

Letter from James Baldwin, Youghal, to William [William Bourk, Brenor, Carrick On Suir, brother-in-law, 
married to his sister Biddy], regarding his affairs. He wishes to give William a letter of attorney to 
collect the Ballymenonagh rent, in connection with money owed to ‘McG’. He also refers to his 
travelling to Barry’s Court, Brenor, and Dublin. 1p 

 
4. 23 Sep 1796 
 

Letter from James Baldwin, Clonmel, to William Bourk, Brenor, Carrick on Suir, regarding ‘payments 
into the office’. He notes that he told John ‘I feared Cork papers would displease them’. 2pp 
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5. 20 October 1796 
 

Letter from James Baldwin [London] to William Bourk, Brenor, Carrick on Suir, urgently requesting that 
Bourk send Thirty Pounds to Mick Nolan for Baldwin’s use. He reports ‘I found my friend very angry but 
have everything to expect from his unalterable friendship’. He promises ‘that your children shall share 
my success’. He adds that he will write to McGrath about Bourk’s bond. 3pp 

 
6. 16 November 1796 
 

Letter from James Baldwin [London] to William Bourk, Brenor, Carrick on Suir, expressing uneasiness 
on learning that Mr Nolan has collected money on Baldwin’s behalf but has not as yet written to him. 
He adds ‘I have material good news to tell you relative to myself, but can’t say anymore now’. 2pp 

 
7. 29 November 1796 
 

Letter from James Baldwin to William Bourk, Brenor, Carrick on Suir, expressing surprise at not 
receiving replies to his last three letters. He reports ‘the plan is altered much for my promotion, I am 
now to go to Woburn Abbey as private secretary, or confidential trustee to his Grace’, and to 
superintend expenditure and accounts. He is to have a clerk, an office, apartments, a servant, and 
horses. He refers to Nolan and his own pressing financial arrangements, noting his determination not 
to ‘break in’ on the £400 he brought with him. He asks ‘let no one know my situation or expectations’. 
3pp 

 
8. 6 December 1796 
 

Letter from James Baldwin to William Bourk, Brenor, Carrick on Suir, regarding his financial affairs. He 
expresses sadness ‘to find my sister and you with a large family in so unpleasant circumstances’. He 
refers to his communication with Mr Nolan regarding money, adding ‘between you both, I shall be 
obliged to leave town to meet the D: of B: [Duke of Bedfordshire] without even a change of linen’. He 
leaves for Woburn Abbey on Thursday morning. He notes ‘you tell me McGrath plagues you’ and insists 
‘I know your wants better than you imagine’. In a postscript he writes ‘I shall scarcely ever forgive 
Nolan’s conduct’. He also refers to money due from ‘Ned’ [his brother Edmund] and ‘the fair money’. 
4pp 

 
9. November 1796 
 

Letter from James Baldwin to ‘Biddy’ [Mrs William Bourk, his sister], expressing astonishment at her 
and her husband’s failure to acknowledge an urgent letter regarding his financial arrangements. 1p 

 



U6 Murphy Baldwin Correspondence IE CCCA/U6 

 

Cork City and County Archives 2012  Page 9 of 18 

 

10. 17 February 1797 
 

Letter from James Baldwin to Biddy, expressing sorrow at hearing that ‘William’s affairs are in so 
indifferent a state’. He also excuses himself for the hurt caused by his saying that ‘I knew his situation 
better than he imagined’. He asks her to tell him the distress she fears being under until May twelve 
months, and states that from six months’ time forward he should be able to provide assistance. He 
advises that they put Rick and John to business, noting ‘the nobility of France have been starving in 
London, while the tradesmen lived in luxury’. He refers to her daughters and asks after Ellen, her child, 
Andy, ‘the Doctor’ at Borris, John, Ned, and ‘Murphy’s family’. 4pp 

 

II John Baldwin (1796-1812) 
 

i Letter to his brother James, 1796 
 

11. 22 September 1796 

Letter from John Baldwin, Caher, to James Baldwin [his brother], regarding financial affairs. He states 
that he ‘swore as many of the men as possible’ before and on the morning of the fair, but that custom 
at the fair was poor owning to rain. Nevertheless, he received Seventeen Pounds exclusive of men’s 
hire, and went to Mr Keating offering to make a payment of Ten Guineas into the office on James’s 
behalf. He adds ‘Mr Watson was here the fair day and pierced me almost through with his eyes’. He 
heard Watson ask whether John was inserted as one of the lives on the lease of Tuberaheeney. He 
notes that Watson ‘has frightened the poor tenants of Ballinanaunagh’ by saying they owe him much 
money ‘which they fear is the consequence of their signing to some papers for you’. In an added page 
John writes ‘Mr Kelly was very much enraged to think that you would promise to call on him and 
afterwards go off’. 4pp [U6/2] 

ii Letter to his son John, 1812 
 

12. 6 May 1812 

Letter from John Baldwin, Cahir, to ‘My Ever Dear John’ [his son], acknowledging receipt of his from 
Allamandreleho. He asks him to wear mourning for his uncle Murphy. He relates the joy felt at hearing 
of John’s escape at Badajos. He refers to financial affairs, noting that he may have to borrow from 
Minikin to pay his son’s last bill. He hopes that John will now be able to live on his commission. He also 
expresses the wish that John may be ordered home on the recruiting service. He asks after mutual 
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friends, reports on family at home, and enjoins John to write regularly for his mother’s sake. Attached 
are two pages of partial fragments of a letter [possibly from John’s mother]. 4pp [including enclosures] 

 

III Thomas Baldwin (1797) 
 

13. 7 January 1797 

Letter from Thomas Baldwin, Borris Glebe, to William Bourk, Brenor, informing him that ‘Ellen is worse’ 
and that ‘she most ardently wishes to see Biddy if she chooses to see her alive’. 2pp 

[An unrelated note of wages paid by the Earl of Kessborough to Patrick Broderick is attached, and was 
probably written on the reverse of the paper used by Baldwin for his letter] 

 

IV John Baldwin Junior (1811-1822) 
 

i Letter to his father John, 1814 
 

14. 4 January 1814 

Letter from John Baldwin, Lieutenant, 36th Regiment, Lewes Barracks, to his father John Baldwin, Cahir, 
referring to recent correspondence and explaining that ‘the situation in the commissariat would be of 
little service to me unless with the army’, the pay being much better when serving abroad. On 
resuming the letter on 6 January he states that he has been ordered to lead a group of two lieutenants 
and 40 rank and file in the 1st Battalion, noting that this ‘will hinder my getting the situation in the 
commissariat’. He adds ‘if I can’t get into the commissariat, a good strong letter of introduction to 
General Carroll of the Spanish service would be the means of my getting a company in that service’. 
4pp 
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ii Letters to Biddy Murphy (nee Baldwin, his sister), 1811-21 
 

15. 1 September 1811 

Letter from John Baldwin Junior, Volunteer, 1st Battalion 88th Regiment, Alde de Ponte, Portugal, to 
Biddy [his sister, wife of Michael Murphy of Ballymore]. He states that ‘Lisbon is a fine, large, dirty 
town’, but that the country ‘is now quite a desert for want of hands to till it’. He adds that Salamanca 
‘is now ruins, as are all the towns in Spain and Portugal in which the French have been’. He notes that 
his mess and dietary arrangements are ‘very good for Volunteers’. He concludes by expressing the 
hope ‘soon to add ensign to my name’ and best wishes to his family and friends. 2pp [U6/4] 

16. 15 September 1812 

Letter from John Baldwin Junior, ‘Camp, within 10 Leagues of Burgos’, to his sister Biddy Murphy, 
Ballymore, near Cashel. He expresses hope for a lieutenancy. He asserts his gratification at ‘my leaving 
home so soon as I did’, as he may have done something ‘to put my father entirely against me, but as it 
is he seemingly has forgot me’. He describes the taking of Valladolid and their continuing pursuit of the 
French, whom he expects to stop and fight at Burgos (‘if they do, we will let them know what it is to 
stand before British Soldiers’). John resumes his letter on 16 September, briefly describing an 
engagement and noting that the French are not now expected to defend Burgos. He refers to meeting 
Captain [Frezeland] and Mr Tegar, the former of whom died at Madrid. He sends his best wishes to 
many family members and friends, whom he names. 6pp 

17. 20 October 1813 

Letter from John Baldwin Junior, Blackington, to his sister Biddy Murphy, Ballymore, declaring that, 
contrary to their information, ‘I am not married’. He expresses his intention to go to the East Indies ‘in 
order that I may no longer trouble them [ie, his parents]for any pecuniary aid’, noting that his father’s 
‘little property is but sufficient to support those at home’. He plans to exchange with a lieutenant 
whose regiment is in the East Indies. He thanks Biddy for making him godfather to her daughter, but 
notes it will be a very long time before they meet again ‘(if ever)’. 4pp 

 

18. 26 December 1813 

Letter from John Baldwin Junior, Lieutenant, 36th Regiment, Lewes, to Biddy Murphy, Ballymore, asking 
her to inform his of what has passed between Mick [her husband] and Lord Norbury so that he may ‘be 
better able to judge of what I am to expect’. He has been ordered to be ready for departure to Spain. 
He asks that Mick lend him Thirty Pounds to discharge his debts, adding that without it he may have to 
give up his commission. 



U6 Murphy Baldwin Correspondence IE CCCA/U6 

 

Cork City and County Archives 2012  Page 12 of 18 

 

19. 22 November 1821 

Letter from John Baldwin Junior, Elm Cottage, to Biddy Murphy, expressing happiness at the prospect 
of seeing her, but displeasure at Edmund ‘for his great neglect’ in not liquidating some of ‘poor Father’s 
debts’ and ‘his conduct towards my Eliza and Mary Ann’. He writes ‘I have lost my best friend HRH the 
Duke of Kent and £50,,00,,0 a year which I had from His Royal Highness during his life’. He refers to the 
expedition to South America, during which his brother James died (being buried at the chapel of Tavisa, 
Darien province), noting that he expended £9000 for which he is to receive Colombian bonds. He states 
that the priest at Tavisa twice saved them from being shot ‘from our being Roman Catholics’.  He notes 
his health is much better. He adds that John Ryan escaped from Panama ‘previous to my gaining my 
liberty’. He informs her that his wife will not travel with him to Ireland and sends his best wishes to 
family and friends, including Charles Bianconi, noting ‘his goodness to Mary Ann’. 4pp 

[The letter is cross-written (with the last two pages written vertically over the first two pages), and part 
of page three was obscured during copying, making some of the letter difficult to read] 

20. [31 December 1821] 

Letter from John Baldwin Junior, 18 Leigh Street, Burton Crescent, London, to Biddy Murphy, explaining 
that he was preventing from travelling to Ireland owing to a severe cold in the stomach. He refers to 
the expense of moving from the country to London to be near his physicians. He fears that on 
recovering he will have to travel to Paris to meet the deputy of the Colombian government and may be 
obliged to go to Colombia to get his money, adding ‘at all events I will not remain there, though they 
have offered me another step if I would join again’. He speaks of his wish ‘to become independent, 
even of my wife, and then to retire to the bosom of my own family’, but would need his Colombian 
debt ‘along with the little I have’ to realise this. He asks after her children and husband, Mary Ann, 
Eliza, Charles Bianconi, Edmund, Doctor Everard, and others, and about his father’s will. 4pp 

 

iii Letters to Mick Murphy, brother-in-law, 1812-22 
 

21. 6 August 1812 

Letter from John Baldwin Junior, Ensign, 36th Regiment, Cuallar, Spain, to Mick Murphy, Ballymore, 
Cashel [husband of Baldwin’s sister Biddy], telling him of his ‘most fortunate escape’ from death at the 
siege of Salamanca. He describes a charge against the French led by Wellington on 22 July which 
‘totally destroyed their army’. He notes British losses were about 6000 killed, wounded, or taken 
prisoner, while the French lost 15000. He reports that Mr Fitzgerald was killed, but that he sees Major 
Murphy daily. He also notes that King Joseph is surrounded by Spanish guerrillas. He asks after family 
and connections and sends his best wishes. 3pp 
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22. 3 August 1822 

Letter from James Baldwin Junior, London, to Mick Murphy, Ballymore, regarding family affairs. He 
expresses sadness at hearing of the deaths of Robert Barry’s son Robert, Captain Butler, and Father 
Burk. He thanks Murphy for his goodness to him and his sisters ‘by your late exertions and giving up 
your rent charge’. He states that they will sail in three weeks to a month on a brig of war presently 
being readied for the Colombian service. He notes that he got Edmond’s passage free but is to pay for 
Rick Barry and Mr Branigan, adding that Branigan’s friend General Power is come home. He explains his 
testamentary and financial arrangements to Murphy, adding that he has been advised ‘not to mention 
my having property in Ireland, for fear my good wife should be sending her creditors for some of it, this 
would deprive the poor girls of everything’. He refers to his wife threatening to write to Biddy unless he 
supplies her with money ‘to support her extravagance’, and cites some examples of the latter. He 
sends his best wishes to family and friends. 4pp 

iv Letters to Mary Anne Baldwin, sister, 1822 
 

23. 25 May 1822 

Letter from John J Baldwin, Cashel, to his sister Mary Anne Baldwin, Ballymore, opening ‘I am now at 
the point of starting for Dublin and perhaps may never see you again... I shall provide handsomely for 
you & Eliza provided you conduct yourself with satisfaction to your brother Mick and Biddy and also my 
ever esteemed and generous friend Mr Minikin who intends sending you to Thurles (with Eliza Minikin) 
in the course of next month’. He warns that they will not be noticed in his will if they ever ‘forget the 
respectability of your family and form an alliance unworthy of me’. 3pp 

24. 9 November 1822 

Letter from John J Baldwin, Falmouth, to Mary Anne Baldwin, care of John Minikin, Linville near 
Clonmel, expressing delight at receiving hers of 10 August and declaring that his sisters’ affection and 
the ‘good opinion which my real friends have of me’ is ‘my only happiness’ in his misfortunes. He 
discusses letters received from Mr Williams, secretary of legation to His Excellency Don FA [Tsa] (he 
thanks his cousins Ellen Murphy, Mary Bourk, and Johanna Magrath for their influence), and from Mr 
Minikin. He sends Mrs Cousins’s compliments. He insists that only providing for his sisters and his 
‘unfortunate brother’ induces him to return to South America ‘as leaving London I refused a Majority in 
the service, which was sent over by General Pepe’. 4pp 
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V Edmund Baldwin (1819) 
 

25. 6 November 1819 

Letter from Edmund Baldwin, Cahir, to Charles Bianconi, Clonmel, explaining that, in order to keep his 
promise made ‘to my poor mother on her death bed’, he will give up his property to help pay his 
father’s debts and to pay his sisters ‘whatever little fortune they are to get, only allowing myself one 
hundred and twenty pounds per year’. He adds ‘I am afraid James Murphy and I will be going to Law 
about the house’. 1p 

 

VI Mary Anne Baldwin [1819] 
 

26. [Undated] 

Letter from Mary Anne Teresa Baldwin, to her brother John, reporting a letter she has received from 
Eliza [her sister] containing advice from her father regarding money owed to John by ‘Mr B’ [Mr Barry]. 
She refers to someone misconstruing the actions of ‘our worthy friend C.B.’ [Charles Bianconi], and to 
‘poor’ Edmond being accompanied to America by his wife. She thanks John for a clasp and chain. She 
discusses his affairs, noting ‘Mr Minikin and your other nominal friend had frequent meetings in Caher 
but they took very good care not to let Mick know about them’ [Mick Murphy, uncle-in-law]. She refers 
to other family connections and sends her affectionate regards. 4pp 

[The top of pages 2-4 has been cut off in copying] 
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VII Daniel J and Michael Murphy (1849) 
 

i Daniel J Murphy to John Baldwin Murphy, brother, 1849 
 

27. 1 May 1849 

Letter from Daniel J Murphy, United States Hotel, New York, to his brother John B Murphy, 5 Lower 
Gardiner Street, Dublin, informing him of his arrival after a short passage of 24 days. He is to begin for 
Illinois tomorrow. He states ‘I hope you or Edmond are not getting much annoyance about my affairs’. 
He refers to the crossing, to the ‘immense quantity of business done’ in New York, and to the ‘puzzling’ 
coins in use. 2pp 

28. 18 June 1849 

Letter from Daniel J Murphy, Ottawa, La Salle County, Illinois, to John B Murphy, Dublin, written ‘from 
our shanty on the Prairie’. This is set on 40 English acres of land, acquired from Mr O’Donnell, father to 
the parish priest. He notes ‘all the land for 12 miles here has been bought by speculators’ and discusses 
the pay and conditions for labourers. He asks for 60 Pounds to purchase horses and a wagon. He refers 
to a Mr Fitzpatrick from Clonmel settling there, and a man called Mr O’Reilly, while he has heard ‘some 
society from Carlow’ has purchased land for emigrants from there. He declares ‘you never saw so rising 
a town as Ottawa’. He discusses cattle prices and the fall trade, and states ‘any person with capital can 
make a fortune here in that way’. He notes the cheap cost of living, referring to meat, flour, butter, tea 
and sugar prices. He also mentions his and Michael’s [his brother] domestic arrangements 4pp 
[‘Michael cooks and I mend’]. He sends love to his mother, noting that Michael is to send ‘a large 
journal’, and asks after other family members and friends. 

[U6/33 and 34 attached, suggesting the originals may have been posted together] 
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ii Michael Murphy to John Baldwin Murphy, brother, 1849 
 

29. 4 September 1849 

Letter from Michael Murphy, Ballymore, La Salle County, Illinois, to John Baldwin Murphy, Dublin, 
thanking him for his letter and enclosure which he thinks will allow them to go to New Orleans ‘in 
which place we expect to get some situations through letters of introduction which the Rev Mr 
O’Donnell is getting for us’. He refers to the poor exchange rate, and to the fact that cholera is leaving 
the country. In an attached note he acknowledges receipt of a draft for Ten Pounds through John from 
Dan Ryan. 2pp 

 

VIII Charles Bianconi (1819-1853) 
 

i Letters to Mary Anne Baldwin, 1819-22 
 

 30. 3 October 1819 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Clonmel, to Mary Ann Baldwin, Ursuline Convent, Waterford, asking how 
she likes the school and whether she wants for anything. 1p 

31. 13 November 1819 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Clonmel, to Mary Ann Baldwin, Ursuline Convent, Waterford, expressing 
disappointment at her not writing to him, especially in view of the serious indisposition of Mrs Daly, 
sister of the Mother Superior. He asks about school and refers to ‘the very perilous position in which 
providence has placed you’. He notes that he has written to her sister about her. 2pp 

32. 16 January [1822] 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Clonmel, to Mary Ann Baldwin, Ursuline Convent, Waterford, referring to 
recent correspondence and urging on her the necessity of writing to friends ‘that you may thereby 
acquire a knowledge of putting your sentiments freely on paper’. He asks after mutual connections and 
says that he has been scolded by Mrs Murphy of Ballymore owing to Mary Ann’s failure to 
acknowledge a parcel sent to her by Mrs Murphy through Bianconi. He adds that her brother John has 
been prevented from coming to Ireland by a cold and may have to return to South America. He writes 
‘don’t be extravagant but wanting for nothing that you deem reasonably necessary to you and don’t 
forget I am your friend’. He entreats her to attend to his note to Mrs Lubby. 3pp 
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33. 18 April 1822 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Clonmel, Co Tipperary, to Mary Ann Baldwin, New Grave Convent, 
Waterford, again castigating her for failing to write to him or others, and urging on her the importance 
of writing to Mrs Lubby and others ‘as persons of great experience and your sincere friends’. He asks 
for her opinion on a subject [unspecified], noting there is ‘something providential in it’, as a [Mrs ?] has 
arranged for her to learn the profession of music. He asks her to send him her views on the subject so 
that he may show them, together with those of her friends, to the Doctor [Dr Briscaly?]. 4pp 

 

34. 4 August 1822 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Tramore, to Mary Ann Baldwin, at the home of Michael Murphy, 
Ballymore, referring to the health of Mrs Murphy, and adding that he has by chance heard ‘the happy 
tidings’ from Mr Murphy at Woodford. He asks to be excused for not congratulating her in person 
owing to pressures of business.  He asks when Mary Ann is to return to school. 4pp 

35. 16 October 1822 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Clonmel, to Mary Ann Baldwin, Ursuline Convent, Waterford, expressing 
himself anxious to hear how she is getting on and whether Mr Maning and [Dr Briscaly] attended her. 
He reports that he was at Ballymore, and that her brother John is home, but in a poor state of health. 
He asks whether the ladies of the convent received the parcel he sent. He refers to her vocation for ‘a 
religious life’. 2pp 

 

ii Letters to John Baldwin Murphy, 1838-53 
 

36. 7 October 1838 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Killarney, to John Baldwin Murphy, Rye Vale, Leixlip, agreeing that John 
should attend ‘to the London share of your business’, and Bianconi and John O’Brien  ‘will see what can 
be done for you in Ireland’. 2pp 

37. 16 October 1845 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Dublin, to John Baldwin Murphy [C. Court?], stating ‘I closed [for] Mr 
Long’s estates as advertised. 2pp 
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38. 24 July 1852 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, La Covo, near Naples, to John Baldwin Murphy, Dublin, concerning 
property interests. He writes ‘a new idea occurred to me as to property bought in the Emcumbered 
Estates Court’, and refers to his purchase of the ground rent of a place in [Golessy Hill] on the rental of 
[Edgar Hore’s] estate and to associated liabilities. He also refers to annuities lately purchased from the 
Brophys, and to having ‘a large sum on hand’ to convert certain interests. He mentions elections in 
Ireland and his journey to his present location. Attached is a note by Bianconi giving power of attorney 
to Murphy for the month of September to write his name to bills. 3pp 

39. 20 March 1853 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Rome, to John Baldwin Murphy, Dublin, congratulating his on ‘the 
approaching event’.  He refers to an offer made to Michael and regrets it was not made before he left 
‘as I grieve to tell you poor Kate is by no means as strong as we could wish’. He laments Michael’s 
‘reckless use of money’ and asks for information on his creditors. He discusses an ‘Orange click’ 
involving Lord Donoughmore and others and its implications for constituencies and ‘our party’ He 
expresses regrets at not being at home to manage affairs. 4pp 

40. 24 [April] 1853 

Letter from Charles Bianconi, Rome, to John Baldwin Murphy, acknowledging receipt of official notice 
of Murphy’s forthcoming marriage and congratulating him and giving encouraging advice on ‘the 
smallness of the fortune’. He refers to King Charles’s retreat and to ‘our poor patient’. 2pp 

 

IX John Ryan (1823) 
 

41. 22 January 1823 

Letter from John Ryan, Stevens’s Hospital, Dublin, to Mrs Michael Murphy, Ballymore, Cashel, 
apologising for not replying earlier, owing to his ‘spending the Christmas in the North with an old 
Indian friend’. He expresses agreement with Mrs Murphy’s view of the subject of his last letter. He 
states that he has received the shawl and hopes to deliver it in person in London to ‘Mrs B’. He is to 
send her the epaulettes he got from John Baldwin, which belonged to ‘poor James’. 3pp 

 


	Identity Statement
	Context
	Creator(s)
	Archival History
	Administrative / Biographical History

	Content & Structure
	Scope & Content
	System of Arrangement

	Conditions of Access & Use
	Allied Materials:
	Rules or Conventions Used:

	Archivist’s Note:
	Descriptive List of Items
	I James Baldwin (1788-1797)
	i Receipt, 1796
	ii Letters to William and Biddy Bourk (nee Baldwin, sister of James), 1796-97

	II John Baldwin (1796-1812)
	i Letter to his brother James, 1796
	ii Letter to his son John, 1812

	III Thomas Baldwin (1797)
	IV John Baldwin Junior (1811-1822)
	i Letter to his father John, 1814
	ii Letters to Biddy Murphy (nee Baldwin, his sister), 1811-21
	iii Letters to Mick Murphy, brother-in-law, 1812-22
	iv Letters to Mary Anne Baldwin, sister, 1822

	V Edmund Baldwin (1819)
	VI Mary Anne Baldwin [1819]
	VII Daniel J and Michael Murphy (1849)
	i Daniel J Murphy to John Baldwin Murphy, brother, 1849
	ii Michael Murphy to John Baldwin Murphy, brother, 1849

	VIII Charles Bianconi (1819-1853)
	i Letters to Mary Anne Baldwin, 1819-22
	ii Letters to John Baldwin Murphy, 1838-53

	IX John Ryan (1823)


