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IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference: IE CCCA/U87 

Title:  Cork Presbyterian Meeting House, Princes St. Cork Records 

Level of  
description: fonds 

Date:  1717-1888 

Extent:  7 files 

 

CONTEXT 

Creator: Cork Presbyterian Meeting House, Princes St. 

Biographical/Administrative History: 
The Cork Presbyterian Meeting House on Prince's St hosted meetings of its congregation from 1717, 
on land acquired by a congregation in existence since 1670. Radical and 'non-subscribing' in its 
protestantism, it saw many of its members leave to join Trinity Presbyterian Church, a 'subscribing' 
presbyterian congregation formed in 1830, and popular with Scottish immigrants of that time. The 
Prince's St congregation continued to meet, and to hear various Protestant clergy, including 
Unitarians and Trinitarians. The meeting house now houses a Unitarian Church. [Sources: J Faris, 
'Prospects for Presbyterianism in Cork', M.Phil Thesis, QUB, 2008; AS Cromie, Controversy among 
southern Presbyterians, Belfast, 2000, and Presbyterians in the City of Cork, Belfast, 2004] 

Archival History: 
Copies deposited in 1971 by Rev E May, non-Subscribing Presbyterian Minister of Prince's St Meeting 
House. Notes extracted from the records (in U87/5b) seem to have been prepared by Cork historian 
John J O'Shea. Transcriptions and writings in U87/4 were evidently prepared by Richard Dowden 
(Rd), a leading member of the congregation and treasurer in the mid-19th century. 
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CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Scope and Content:   
(Copy) Records of Cork Presbyterian Meeting House, Prince's St. Original arrangement and 
numbering from time of deposit has been retained: 

U87/1. Minutes of weekly consistorial and other meetings, 1717-1839. Admissions to the 
congregation, marriages, and deaths of members are noted in the minutes. Other meetings include 
meetings to appoint clergy and regional synods. 138pp. [pp1-22 numbered, (numbers added 23-58). 
A new numbering, 1-80, covers the remainder of the document, perhaps suggesting a new volume 
was commenced (c1729-)]  

U87/2. Register of baptisms, 1717-1799, and Register of baptisms and marriages, 1800-22 (mainly 
baptisms before 1815). [These copies consist of A4 photocopies taped together, to cover the top and 
bottom halves of the original documents. 1717-1799 register is numbered (in reverse order) from 
130 to 198 (43pp). Register 1800-22 is numbered 91 to 129, but with some gaps (16pp)]. 

U87/3. File containing lists of members of the congregation, and other items: (i) List, 'Deaths of 
Members of our Society from 1815' (1815-62); (ii) List of Communicants, 1717-29 (4pp); (iii) List, 
Members of the Congregation 1821-22 and List of Communicants 1821-28 (2pp); (iv) List of 
subscribers and sums annually subscribed, 1748 (5pp; first page only is dated, other pages may be 
from other years); (v) copies of some extracts from registers noting births and deaths, 1723-1885 
(5pp); (vi) copy extract from register of baptisms regarding members of the Barry family, 1885-88 
(1p); (vii) Family tree of Richard Carleton of Knockananna, Co Tipperary, admitted 1682 (1p); (viii) 
copy of two declarations, the first dated 3 January 1735 signed by those agreeing to subscribe 
towards a new place of worship, the second dated 8 January 1719 is signed by James Weekes and 
asks the bishop of Cork to approve the registration of the meeting house on Dumscomb's Marsh, 
Cork, under the 1719 Act (1p); (ix) letter dated 12 November 1865 from Joseph Miller, London, 
requesting confirmation of the marriage of Richard Swayne and Ann Sheehan, Mrs Swayne being 'in 
great trouble' in Miller's neighbourhood (1p); (x) List of ministers in Prince's St, 1670-1961. A note 
states '5 Unitarian ministers, 13 Trinitarian'. (1p) [evidently part of a longer document] 

U87/4. Transcriptions of books containing minutes, resolutions, copies of letters, and spiritual and 
textual commentary [in the hand of Richard Dowden. Many entries are signed by Dowden, and many 
others may be by him]. 

(i) 1817-1830 (-1838). Contains, eg, printed 'Historical Notice of the Presbyterian Congregation' 
[1851], Unitarian Conference Meeting (19 Aug 1817), Subscriptions to print the declaration for the 
voluntary support of religion (list of names, 22 Jan 1832), letter to the British and Foreign Unitarian 
Society regarding Augustus Tancred (25 July 1831),Petition of parishioners of St Paul's parish 
regarding coal tax [undated], article regarding Richard Dowden's proposal of rateable self-taxation 
(1838), essays and letters on Catholic Emancipation and the established Church [1826-28], report of 
committee on Education in Presbyterian Schools [1830]. pp1-69; 

(ii) c1821-1844. Contains, eg, petitions against protestant dissenters serving as church wardens in 
the established Church [including list of dissenters with 'Independents, Baptists, Separatists'; 1827], 
responses to Lord Mount Cashell's speech on church reform [1831], letters by Dowden on behalf of 
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the congregation [1840s], letter from J Wilkes to Rev Hinckes 2 August 1808 explaining his 
withdrawal from ministry owing to illness and subsequent reconcilement with the Church of 
England, article from Dublin Evening Post 9 March 1844 regarding Eustace-Street Meeting House 
and funds. pp70-121; 

(iii) c1844-1857. Contains, eg, letter from Dowden as treasurer to the congregation to Samuel McCall 
regarding a claim against him, and response of Joshua Jacob (Quaker), Clonmel, to Dowden on 
matters of religion [1841]. Most of this book consists of copies of newspaper articles on scriptural 
and spiritual matters, with some poetry and other reports, including meetings of the Cork Cuvierian 
Society. pp122-179 

(iv) c1856-60. Consisting mainly of newspaper articles, many on science and trade. Some letters and 
notes by Dowden occur towards the back including, eg, subscription to present a testimonial to 
William Connell on his leaving for New Zealand (3 August 1840). pp180-243 

U87/5. Volume, Annual Reports of the Charity School and an account of the funds of the 
Presbyterian Congregation, 1821-30 (Printed by Samuel King, Patrick Street, Cork) [Not a copy item] 

U87/5a File, loose historical documents: Notice of proposed fund for a charitable loan for poorer 
members of the Presbyterian Church [in particular struggling small businesses], with list of 15 
subscribers. Undated, original and copy present; Printed notices, (Cork) Literary and Scientific 
Society and North Dublin Total Abstinence Society; postcard showing monochrome image of 
meeting house [1950s] and photograph of group of 9 unnamed men [undated]; greeting card 'from 
all the workers', Greystones, 1931. 

U87/5b File of research notes, including a Customs letter to Rev ERC May, 26 June 1970, 
acknowledging that Prince's St Meeting House is non-Subscribing Presbyterian, not Unitarian. Also 
present are brief notes on ministers of the church, and a 1966 printed constitution of the Non-
Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland. Also, [5B], list of Names and numbers of British Army 
regiments billeted in Cork during the 18th century, extracted from the Meeting House baptismal 
registers, and list of ministers 1717-99 [by John J. O' Shea, Historian, Cork] 

The collection documents the activities, development, and spirituality of an important Protestant 
community in Cork. Members of the community, many of them emigrants to the city, made a 
significant contribution to Cork's industrial, commercial, and cultural development. The names of 
members of the congregation 1758-1822 are listed in the Descriptive List for U25, a related 
collection. 

System of Arrangement: 

Reference numbers as assigned at time of deposit 
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Subjects: 
Cork Presbyterian Meeting House (Prince’s St) 

Religious Institutions 

Religion 

Presbyterianism 

Unitarians 

Trinitarians 

Protestants, Cork 

Education 

 

CONDITIONS OF ACCESS AND USE 

Conditions Governing Access: 
Open by appointment to all holding a current Reader's Ticket 

Conditions Governing Reproduction: 
Subject to Rules Governing Reproduction of Records at CCCA 

Language: 
English 

Physical ?Technical Requirements: 
Mainly photocopies 
 

Finding Aids:  
Descriptive List (ISAD-G) 

 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Existence and Location of Originals:  
 

Existence and Location of Copies:  
 

Related Units of Description: 

Reference Description Other 
IE CCCA/U25 Cork Presbyterian Meeting 

House Account Books 
Other records of the same 
congregation 
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IE CCCA/U28 Burnett's Chapel Cork Records of a related 
Presbyterian congregation 

U140 Richard Dowden Papers Dowden was a leading member 
of this congregation and served 
as treasurer, mid-19th century. 

 

Publication Note:  
 

Digital Reference: 
 

 

RULES /CONVENTIONS USED: 
ISAD-G 

 

ARCHIVIST’S NOTE: 

Prepared by: Timmy O Connor, Local Government Archivist 

Date: February 2013 

 


